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PREFACE. 



In publishiug this Collection of Notes, with a view 
of illustrating passages of Scripture, obscure from 
antiquity, or reference to some eastern usage, 
nothing is less desired than to supersede any other 
work on the subject. Travellers in the East, during 
tbe last century, have furnished an ample cammen- 
tary on difficulties formerly deemed unrelievable ; 
but what strikes one, may escape the observation 
of another; and in this lower application, the 
Apostle's suggestion holds good: "Ye may all 
prophecy one by one, that all may learn, and all 
may be comforted." 

The Cingalese, among whom the writer resided 
about ten years, though a different people from the 
Hindoos, and settled far from Judea, appear to have 
been no distant neighbours of the chosen race, pre- 
vious to the period when they were expelled from 
tbe Continent, and took refuge in Ceylon. Thetr 
usages, being immutable, and frequently bearing a 
resemblance to those of the Jews, may heighten 
the palpability of the cloud of witnesses for the 
truth of Scripture, and dart illumination on a variety 
of passages, to a Western reader quite obscure. 

In the library of a minister habituated to estimate 



bookH by their tendency (o illustrate the Sacred 
Volume, the beat authors on this subject are indis- 
))eiisable ; while in general, they are too voluminous 
unit expensive for the younger classes of readers, 
into whose hands this publication may fall. What 
thu writer, chiefly fur their sakes, has borrowed in 
ihfi words of another, is distinctly acknowledged. 
In some cases, a casual remark led to a particular 
inquiry, and an appropriate illustration. For many 
hints, the writer thankfully owns himself indebted to 
the iuvahmble labours of Father Calmet, and bis 
ingouious and judicious Editor^ — and for most of the 
notices relative to the Hindoos, it will be easily 
seen, that the Illustrations of Scripture by t^e 
late lamr^nted Mr. Ward, of Serampore, have been 
cun suited. 

Though Asiatic usages forcibly tend to illustrate 
Scripture, tliey come under the personal observation 
of few among those who feel most interested in 
iniiuiring, what are tlie tnie sat/ings of God. The 
writer, therefore, indulges the hope that the result 
of his htbours will not be unacceptable; and com- 
mends them, ill bumble confidence to the blessing 
f Him who sfHite in ttMte past unto the fathers, by 
I prophtts, and kath in thcM last days spohett 
kla tu 6y Am Son — that G<id in all things may he 
fjStd thrvugk Jesxs CArisf, to «?Ai>m he prai^. 
tipn,far tttr and «i<er. Amten. 
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OCCASIONAL CRITICISMS. 



Genesli, iv. IS. And the Lord said onto him, Therefore, nboso- 
ever slayeth Cain, veDgeance shall be taken on him seven- 
fold. And the Lard aet a mark upan Cain, lest any finding 
him abouldkill him. 
Witbout attempting lo support any of tiie opi- 
nions relating to the mark supposed to be fixed on 
Cain, which Dr. Shackford has been at tlie pains 
to coJiect, and which may induce readers of his valu- 
able Co»H&c/on to anticipate more frequent recreation 
than they are likely to enjoy, — the grounds on which 
Calmct's learned Editor* judges the English reading 
defensible, ate entitled to great attention. Cain, 
apprehensive that his sin was inexpiable, and sensi- 
ble that his life was in continual danger, penitentiv 
deplored his condition. From a God of mercy he 
received an assurance, — probably with a remission 
of the moral consequences of his offence, (see Pselm 
xoix. 8,) that his life was secure; but he was neverthe- 
less sentenced to saSer a judicial infliction of the 
commutatory kind, — perhaps similar to the designa- 
tory brand fixed on the forehead of the criminal, 
convicted of a high offence by the statutes of Menu, 
— derived, it may be, from this very fact. The 

• The late Mr. Charles Taylor. 




mark, it sbould neem, admonished Cain of his of- 
fence, and Dot only reminded the beholder that God 
had re.served tho chastisemeut of the crimiDal to 
himself, but operated as a warning against intercourse 
with him, lest it should be followed by consequences 
fatal as the death of Abel. Judicially and neces- 
sarily a fugitive, and finding banishnient from society 
a life of misery, he moved ofi' with bis family, and 
formed a distant settlement. 



P.fleiiesia.iv. 33. And Lamecli said unto liia wives, Adah and 
ft Zillab, hear my voice; ye nives of Lamecli, hearken nnto 
my speech : for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a 
youug man to my hurt. 
The difficulty in this passage is insuperable, with- 
out adopting the opinion of Dr. Shuckford, that the 
true reading is the interrogative : " Have I slain a 
man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt ?" 
In tins view, the speaker, alluding to the murder of 
Abel by the patriarch of the family, on whose ac- 
count he seems to have been menaced with danger, 
confidently appeals to his personal innocence; and 
analogically predicts accumulated vengeance on who- 
ever would compass his death: " Jf Cain [Ihoagl} 
guilty] be avenged seven-fold, truly Lantech [being 
innocent] seventy and seten-fald." — Mr. Bate, I find, 
is of this opinion. See his Critica Hehraa, under 
■3: " Hear my voice, ye wives of Lamech, hearken 
unto ray speech, 'njnrr 'D, Have I slain a man to my 
wounding '." Is it so ?— 'a " If Cain shall be 
avenged seven-fold [who did slay one], truly Lamech 
[who hath not], seventy and seven-fold." . 



:netU,vi.I— 4 There were giants in the earth in those days; 

and also afler that, when the sons of God came in unto the 
<lauKliters ol'mnn, and tliey bare children to them, tlie same 
became mighty men wliich were of old, men of renown. 



The first verses of Gen. 



very ohscnre. 




aai the expositions of them are mnch more so. One 
ofoarlatQ divines removes all obscurity, by giving 
this general sense : " When men began lo multiply on 
earth. . . . the CHIEF MEN— (oot them wives— ~oi all 
the handsome poor women . . ■ whom they chose. 
There were tyrants in the earth in those days. 
(And also after the antediluvian days, power- 
FUt. MEN had criminal conversation with inferior 
WOMEN, and the children who sprang from this 
illicit commerce, were the renowned heroes of whom 
the heathens made their gods." J — Sons of Elohim, 
are vicious sons of powerful men. Daughters of 
Adam, the modest, beautiful, daughters of the poor. 
— Gian/s, TYRANTS, madmen — Men of renown, HE- 
nOES. — Wall, in Robinson's Claude. 




Genesis, i\. 4. But flesh with [he life lliereof, which is the blond 
thereof, shall yc not eat. Leviticus, xvii. 10. Aad whalu>' 
ever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers 
that sojourn among you, tbat eateth any manner of blood ; I 
will even tel my face against that soul that eateth blood, and 
will cut him off from among his people. 

The custom among the Arabs, of cutting stealis 
from a living animal, with other snch barbarities 
mentioned by Bruce, gives additional force to the 
prohibition against eating btood, — at least during 
the institution of sacrifices. In Acts xv. 30, 31, 
the interdict, standing on the footing of eating 
things sacrificed to idols, 1 Cor. viii, 1—9, which 
is shewn by the Apostle to be a thing in itself in- 
different, but to be forborne on its giving offence to 
a converted person, 1 Cor. x. 28, seems founded on 
tenderness to well-meaning Jews. See Dodd. Led. 
Prop. 174. sc. 1. 



Genesis, ix, 23— 3a. AndSbemand Japhethtook a ;;arment, anil 

laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and 

coveted tlie nakedness of their father; and their faces were 

backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness. And 
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> Noab ftiroke from his wioe, and knew what hit yoanger Mil 
[.had done unto him. And he said. Cursed be Canaan; a 
ts shall be be onto his brethren. 
^'Doubtless Noah's prophecy relates chiefly to the 
posterity of his three sons : nevertheless, what Bishop 
Newton says by way of relieving the difficulty in 
this passage, arising from the change of Ham to 
Canaan, appears to be as probable an opinion as 
any. The ArabiCj says he, has, (he Father of 
Canaan; and some copies of the Septuagint have 
Ham. Metrically, the words Hamabiz-re considered 
by Ihe best critics in Hebrew poetry necessary to 
fill the verse. May we not suppose, therefore, that 
the copyist by mistake wrote only Canaan, instead 
of Ham the father of Canaan ? 



Geueaia, xii. 11. Say, I pray thee, tliou art my sister; tliat it 
may be well with me for thy sake : and my soal shall li»e 
becanse or thee. — Genesis, xs. 13. And it came to pass, when 
God canied me to wander from my father's house, that I said 
unto her, This is thy kindness which thoa ehalt show iinto 
me ; at every place whither we sliati coioe, say of me. He is 
my brother.— Solomon's Song, v. 1 . I am come into my gar- 
den, my sister, my iipounc. 

Among christiaDsseveral words of the kindred class 
are not confined to their strict application ; — and 

Frobably the usages of the Jews set tlie example, 
t seems more than intimated from Solomon's Sung, 
that sister was one of the usual names of the bride. 
Hence theequivocalness of the appellative is glanced ' 
at by Abimelech, who to Sarah sarcastically styles 
Abraham her brother. Moses, in Levit. xviii. 18, 
(see margin,) by sister, meant another wife while 
Ihe former was alive, but the double meaning of the 
word induced the Jews to restrict it to a sister by 
blood; and hence their pretext for polygamy, Abra- 
liam in two cases, and Lsaau, betrayed a want of 
confidence in divine protection in the way of duty ; 
bnt the more extended application of the word sister 
1 prevails with us, should moderate their fault in 



the eye of caudonr. -We find terms denoting 

kindred, used to eiipress endearmant, by superiors 
to inferiors, — as when Egypt's prime- minister, Jo- 
seph, said to Benjamin, tiod be gracious onto thets, 
my son. Gen. xliii. 29: and Christ says to tlie man 
sick of the palsy, Mark ii. 5, Son, thy sins be for- 
given thee. Inferiors we tind, in critical junctures, 
uatn^ an appellative to superiors which couched the 
highest reverence in a fiimiljar expression, — as when 
Elisba exclaims, seeing; Elijah ascend, 2 Kings it. 
12, My father, my father! — and the servants of 
Naaman, when entreating him to obey the prophet, 
2 Kings V. 13, said. My father. — Soraetbing of the 
kind prevails, perhaps, iu all countries. Grandfather 
and groTidmother, are terms very generally applied 
by the Cingalese, to the aged. 



Genesis, xii. !4, 15, And it came to pass, that nlien Abrani was 
come itito E^pt. tlic E^ptians belield ihe woman, that she 
was very t'aiv. The prinpca also of Pliavaoh »uw her, and 
corameuded her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken 
into Pharaoh'a house 

Strange as it may seem in Europe, that a miracle 
should be necessary to convince Pharaoh and Abi- 
melech of their criminality in detaining Sarah, Ihey 
acted in conformity with the custom of confintn;^ 
women in harams till at least Ihe death of the king. 



Genesis, liv. 14. And when Abrant heard that his brother wai 
taken captive, he armed his (ruined servants, born in his own 
hoase, three hundred and eij^bteen, and pursued Ibeni unto 
Dan. — Genesis, xv. 2. And Abram aaid. Lord Ood, what 
wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, aad tite steward ol* 
my honse is this Eliezer of Damascus. — Ocn. xxx. 1. Rachel 
said. Give me cliildreu, or else I die. 

Eliezcr, a native of Damascus, had been purchased 
tis a slave by Abraliam ; and behaved so well, that 
bis master giving him his liberty, made bim his 
steward. The original, " child of the house," pro- 
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perly rendered steward, lias perplexed critics, but 
tLe same title is used iiy tLe Mamlouks. The peo- 
ple of India display much unxiety to obtain cbil- 
dren ; and freqaeutly make offerings to llieir deities 
with that view. — Many perplexities in families are 
prevented by marriages celebrated after baptism by 
a person duty authorized ; and candidates for admis- 
sion into the Christian Church, are often discovered 
to possess no higher view than temporal interest. 
A Cingalese woman strongly expressing her wish to 
be baptized, a Missionary asked her the reason. 
That I may be married and bear chiidreo, was her 
candid reply. 



inesia, xd. !fi. And Abraham reproved Abimelccb, beCBiise 
of B well of water, which Ablraelech's servants had violently 
taken away. — Geneaie, xsvi. SO. And the herdnien of Gerar 
did Eh'ive with Isaac's herdmcn, Baying, Tlie water is ouri: 
and Ue called the name of the well Ksck, because they strove 
wiUi liim, — See also Numbers, xx, 17— 13.— Lamentations, 
V.4. — Nehemlah, iv.23. MdTgln,eten/ mewtnt wUlt liUwcapon 
for iciUer.—Uatl. \. 42. 

These passages denote the extreme value of water 
in warm climates, which is often paid for, and fre- 
quently unprocurable. Numbers xxi. 17, 18, is al- 
luded to in a letter from a Missionary in the interior 
of South Africa. He says, the heat far exceeded any 
thing he had experienced in India — that no water 
could be procured, but by digging — that the parly 
and the oxen had to drink what little sprung up, 
muddy as it was, and wait till another quantity could 
be dipped. Now, the anxiety of the multitude 
under Moses in such circumstances, might naturally 
be expressed in the manner described by (he sacred 
historian. On passing through the village of Wer- 
iellivoe, on my way from Jaffna to Colombo, I ob- 
served the people dipping water out of pits large at 
top, but containing a small pool at bottom. Cocoa- 
nut shells answered the purpose. The water alon^ 
that part of the country is bad, and in the dry sea- 



I 



s extremely scarce. When I passed, there had 
been little rain for some years, and a bottle of good 
water, where it could be procured, I found a most 
reasonable refresbment. — Wbile writing, Ibe recol- 
lection strongly reminds me of Jer. siv. 3. 



Genesis, xxiii. 16. And Abrahnm hearkened unto Epbron; and 
Abraham wdghed to Ephron tlie silier, nhicli he had uanied 
in the audience or the sons of Heth, fbar bundred shekels of 
silver, current money with the merchant. 

Abraham's ase of the scales is no proof that mouey 
■was not stamped. In Syria, Egjpt, and Turkey, 
money is still weighed. iViih the merchant, is 
probably to be understood, with the cashier, or 
iShroof oi \he Catcherry, or public oETice, a character 
well known throu'>hout the East. 



Genesis, xxlv. i. But thou ahalt go nnto raj country, and to my 
kifidred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac— Joshua, xv. 16. 
And Caleb Bald, He that smiteth Kirjntti-aeplier, and taketb 
it, to llini will I give Aclisah my dauglitcr to wife. 

Parents every where in India employ their in- 
fluence and authority in seeking consorts for their 
children, always from the same caste, and commonly 
from among relations. A young person of either 
sex is supposed to have no clioice in the business. 



Genesis, xxiv, go. And they bbsned Rebckah, and eaitl unto her, 
Thnu art our sister, be tlioli llle mother of tbouauids of 
millions, and let thy seed (lonses^ tbc );a(e of those which 
hate Ibem. 

The Cingalese, in uttering tlieir benedictions on 
the bride, particularly express their wish that she 
should havea male child, become the mother of many 
children, live many years, and be born in high life 
at her next transmigration. 
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Qeneni, xxix. 36> 
ovr couDtry, U 

The Cingalese, like the Hindoos, iiatarally enough 
start ihe same objection.- — In Cingalese, some terms 
denoting kindred are singularly specific : saliodaraya, 
is brother ; but aye-ya is an elder brother. Sako- 
daree is sUter; but akka ia an elder sister. Naga 
is a younger sister ; and malaya, a younger brother. 



Oeneais, Kxxi. 19. And Laban went to shear his sheep: and 
Raclicl had stolen the images that were her father's. — Gen. 
XXXV. 8. Then Jacob said unlo his household, and to ail that 
were with him, Flit anay the strange gods that are among 
you, and be cleaji, and change your ganueots. See Judges, 
KvH. a— 6. 

Most houses inhabited by Budhuista are said to 
have images in them. Sometimes an image is 
placed in a sort of cupboard in a garden, land flowers 
are daily or I'requently laid before it.— In books re- 
lating to idolatry, particular directions are given to 
wear clean garments ; and when an offering is made 
near a person's house, a sort of tent is constructed 
for the purpose, and hnog about with clean cloth. 



Oenesis, xxxi. 27, Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and 
steal away from lae, and didst not lell me, that I might have 
sent tliee away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret and 
with harpT— txodus, nv. 20. And Miriam the prophetess, 
the sister of Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand ; and all the 
women went out oiler her with timbrels, and vilth dances. 
— 1 Samuel, xviii.6. And it come to pass as they came, when 
David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that 
the women came out of all the cities of larnei, singing ant) 
dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, irith joy, and with 
tnitrnments of mosic. 

Id India, tong-tongs arc beaten, and pipes are 
blown at some distance before the palantjuia of a 
European of high rank, or of a native chief; while 
dancing boys, dressed like girls, and prettily deco- 
rated, keep time to the music. Palanquin bearers 



on ordinary occasions, relieve the tedioasness of a 
joarney by channting songs in the responsive way. 



What Mr. Jowett remarks on this passage, in his 
Travels in Egypt, may be daily observed in Ceylon. 
Companieii of baffaloes may be seen cooling them- 
selves in rivers, with only their head above water; 
while others are feeding in a contiguous meadow. 



Genesu, xli. 5. And he slept, and dreamEd the second time : 
3Hd behold, seven curs of corn came up upoa one stalk, rank 

A species of wheat in Egypt, when perfect, ac- 
tually bears this number of ears. 



The Inhabitants of the East sit down to tfceir 
mess as people in Europe do in a harvest field. 



Genets, xKv. 6. U not tiiis it in -wliich m; Lord drlnketh, ud 
whereb]' indeed he divineth! [ Margin, nuftelA IrlaL] 

Joseph's cup, it should seem, bad no connexion 
with divinatio«— it was one, it is contended, by 
which he was distinijuished — perhaps figured arti- 
ficially and presented on the day of his marriage, or 
on some promotion. A peculiar cap as an appen- 
dage to office is usual in various parts of the East. 



'ii 



This earing unciuesttonably means plowing, as in 
vurioQs other places. The word lunn earing, seems 
of the same origia with earth. 



lo, here U seed for yoii, and yc shall to\t tbe land. And 
r it ahall come to pass, in tlie iacrease, that ye aliall give the 
^ fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts ihall he your onn, for 

(eed of the field, and Ibr your food, and for them of yoor 

bouseholds, and ibr food for your little ones. 

In CeyloD, are two descriptions of tax on the cul- 
tivation of grouads belonging to government — 
particularly as to paddy, or rice in the hnsit. 
Otoo means one-tenth; anda, one-half. Some 
grounds are let duty-free, and called ninday. 



Genesis, xlix. 10. The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet, until Sliiloh come; and unto 
hiw shall the gathering of the people he. 

By the sceptre of Judah, Bp. Horsley understands 
ecclesiastical sway. The civil was indeed a branch 
of and subordinate to the religious government of 
Judea. Hence, if the Bishop's opinion be well- 
founded, it tends to clear the application of many 
prophecies relating (o the extinction of the Jewish 
fjtate. — Bp. Newton remarks on this prophecy :— 
Would it not be better to substitute the word staff 
or ruler instead of sceptre, unless we restrain the 
meaning of sceptre to a rod or staff, of a tribe, 
which is all that is here intended .' The stalf or 
ruler shall not depart from Judah, The tribe-skip 
shall not depart from Judah. Such authority as 
Judah had then, was to remain with bis pciiterity. 
It is not said or meant that he should not cease from 
being a king, or having a kingdom, for he was then 
no king, and had no kingdom ^ but only that he 
should not cease from being a tribe or body politic, 



having mlers and governors of his own till a certain 
period here foretold. 



Exodus, i. 16. And be sud, When ye do tlie office of a midwife 
to the Hebrew women, and see tlieni upon the alooU,if it be 
a son, then ye shall k[U him; but il' it be adanghter.then «he 
BhoU live. 

It seems likely that the midwives were to destroy 
the children, when washing; them in the trough soon 
after birth. Verse 19 is not inconsistent with tlieir 
fear of God. The Hebrew women, on account of 
their daily drudgery. Lad comparatively easy births, 
so that generally all was over, and the child washed 
and set to rights before the arrival of the midwife. 



It is probable, that Pharaoh finding the object of 
destroying the males could not be compassed by the 
instrumentality of the midwives, constructed houses 
for the Hebrews, su that his people might the more 
easily discover children newly born; and destroy 
them by drowning. The mother of Moses found 
herself ou this account in continual danger. 



£xodus, iii. 5. And lie »aitl. Draw not nigh hither : put off tliy 
shoes from oIT thy feet ) for the place whereon thou standeat 
is holy ^onod. 

Such of the Cingalese as wear sandals or slippers, 
leave them at the door in charge of their servants, 
on entering a house or temple. If Psalm Ix. 8, 
trover Edam will t cast out my slioe,) refer not to 
some ceremony of travelling over ground by way of 
asserting possession, as burial-grounds for example 
are set apart, I should suppose it means that Edom 
is reduced to slavery, abject as the condition of 
servants, who, accompanying their master, tnko 
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charge of his shoes slipped off on entering a 



Exodus, iii. 22. But every nomnii Bhall borrow oflier npighboiir, 
and of her that lojounieth in her honse, jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold, and raiment : and ye shall put them upon 
yonr «ons, and upon your lUngbtevs ; and ye shall spoil the 
l^gyptiana. See aUo ICxorlus, xi. 2, 3, and xii. 35, 3G. 

It seems geQerally admitted that the word trans- 
lated harrow, denotes rather to ask, (and is so ren- 
dered Ps. ii. 8,) as a recompence for laborious and 
long-coD tinned servitude. 



Exodus, iv. 29. And Moses and Aaron went and gathered to- 
gether all the ciders of the children of Israel. 
Though enslaved, the Hebrews were evidently 
governed snbordinatety by chiefs of their o'wn nation 
and tribe — probably much as the people of India 
are, whose names and residences are all known to 
their headmen. Moses and Aaron secured the ac- 
knowledgment of their own authority before they 
approached the king ; and were then treated with 
as authorized negocialors. 



_^ ^ V. 3. And they said, The God of the Hebrews hath 
L vet with ub: let us go, we pray Ihee, ttirce days' journey 
iDto the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord our God. 

Pilgrimages are not only made at this day for 
purposes of devotion, but have been made to cer- 
tain famons cities, temples, and mountains, from 
time immemorial. 



Exodus, xi. 5. And all the firat-borD in the land of Egypt shall 

die, from the first-born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon liis 

throne, even unto the first-born of the maid-sertant that is 

behind the mill.— Matthew, xxiv. 41. Two women shall 

[ be grinding at the niill; the one shall betaken, and the 



The hand-mills bere referred to, are common 
(faroQghout Ifae East. The stones are placed 
horizontallj' ; and tlie upper one is turned by one or 
two persons, nsoally women. It is tlionglit in Judges, 
is. 53, (And a certain tvoman cast a piece of a 
millstone vpon Abimelech's head, and all to break 
his scull,) the woman threw, not a broken piece of 
a mill-stone, but the upper stone. A spare stone 
might be laying about. One 16 inches diameter, 
and 6 inches thick, serves for a coDvenient weight 
for pressing damped paper, in the Mission Printing- 
Office, Colombo; and I remember meeting a Cin- 
galese at Puint-de-Galle, with a new pair of mill- 
stones on his head. 



Exodus, xiii.lB. And the children of Israel went up harnessed 
[margiii, by five in a rankj out of the land of Egypt. Com- 
pare Joihaa, i. 14. and iv. 12. and Judges, vii. 11 . 
Jn these passages, the word a'won bas puzzled 
commentators. A caravan had Sve officers. Instead 
oi five in a rank put in the margin, if we accept 
the idea of embodied under the plVB; that is the 
officers established by the ordinary usages of en^ 
campment, of military service, and of caravans as 
conducted by five chiefs, then every place where 
the word occurs, agrees to the sense suggested 
The Israelites went out officered, certainly noi 
armed. — See Taylors Calmet. 



Numbers, v. 3. CoinmaDd Ihe children af Israel, that they pul 
out of llie camp every leper, and every one tliat hath an 
issue, and whosoever is defiled by the dead. — Numbers, xix 
11. He that taucheth the dead body of any man shall hi 
unclean seven days. 

Touching a corpse, or preparing it for interment 
defiles a Cingalese as well as a Hindoo, who bathes 
and changes his clotbeii before he has intercourse 
with people. 




Numbers, \, 31. And he said, leave us not, I pray thee ; Teras* 
much as tliou knowcat how we are to encainp in tlie wilder- 
ness, and tbou iiiayest be to lis instead of eyes. 

Guides in tliese deserts are indispensable. Tbey 
are men of consideration connected with tbe tribes, 
and whose protection is often necessary. 



The Arabs in forming Covenants, eat bread and 
salt together. Eating a man's salt, is a phrase used 
to denote maintenance in general, as we speak of a 
man getting his bread, in Ezra, iv. 14. Now, be- 
cause we have maintenance from the king's palace, 
[Chaldee, we are salted with the salt of the palace, 
margin,] and it was not meet for us to see the king's 
dishonour, therefore have we sent anil certified the 
king: — possibly some received nothing but salt, 
1 remember when different parfs of the maritime 
provinces of Ceylon were laid nnder water, hundreds 
of the natives were supplied with salt from the 
Government store-house at Matura. With salt, 
they say, they can always subsist, though destitute 
of every thing besides but roots aad fruit with which 
to mix it. — A Malabar preacher, addressing the 
household of a Missionary before family worship, 
remarked on " Ye are the salt of the earth ;" that, 
as salt is the same on the tables of persons of all 
ranks. Christians should every where display the 
spirit of Christ. 



Numbers, xKv.fi. Andbe-went Bller the mnn of Israel into tbe 

tent, and thrust both of tliein Ihrougb, the man of Israel, and 

tbe womsii through her belly. See onwards to the end of 

this chapter. 

The Arabs have a sensitive perception of injury, 

and are deadly in revenge. Our Lord, Matt, v, 39, 

cautions against resisting trifles, by inculcating for- 



bearance and forgiveness. Tbe Cities of Refnge 
were wisely appointed, lliat time might be allowed 
for the ott'ended to cool. 



Deuteronomy, xi. 10. Tboii suwedst thy seed, and wateredst it 
with tliy foot, as a garden of herba. 8 Kings, xii. 24. I have 
digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my 
feet have I dried up all the rivers of besieged placei. 
Proverbs, xxi. 1. The king's heart is in the handi; of tbe 
Lord, as the rivers of water ; he turoetU it whilliersoever lie 
will. 

" Rivers of tuaier ,■"— rather " water-course." 
After ail the ingenuity bestowed on these and similar 
passages, to prove some macbmery is alluded to- 
such as that of the Chinese cultivators in irrigating 
their gTOuods, I believe they refer to some such 
usage as that of tbe Cingalese and Hindoos, who 
rednce tbe muddy surface of a paddy field to one 
consistency, by working about the little pools of 
water left by flooding, simply with tbe foot, just be- 
fore scattering the seed. 



Deoteronomy, xtii. S. When thou buildest a vew bonse, then 

tiiou shalt make a bsltletnent for thy roof, that thon bring 

not hlood upon thine house, if any man fall from thence. 

Compare Jeremiah, xlviii. SS. Zephaniah, i, S. Matt. x. ST. 

Luke, xW. 3. Acte, x. 9. 

The roofs of tbe houses were flat, and doubtless 

highly convenient for retirement, or for sleeping. 

They continue to be constructed in the same way 

in many parts of the East. For making proclama- 

tioD to the populace, as seems intimated, Matt. 

X. 37, no situation could better servs tbe purpose- 



Denteronomy, xxiii. ZA. Unta a strsnger tbon maycst lend upon 
usury, bnt unto thy brother thou shalt not lend upon usury ; 
that the Lord thy God may blcas thee in all that tlioa sctteet 
thine hand to, in the land wliither thou goest to possess it. 

The Hebrew words for usury, denote increase 



n'a"m, and hittng, ^ttlJ. The latter has been gene- 
rally supposed to relate to compound interest. Tlie 
peasants in Syria mortgage tlie wLole or part of 
tlieir futnre crop to procure the means of tillage. 
The Cingalese are sadly racked in this way by the 
Moors in particular, who claim in return for the 
seed, I am told, half the crop. In Syria, where 
the most moderate interest is 12 per cent., and the 
usual rate is 30; — sometimes it rises to 30; and 
in Ceylon, where interest is 10 per cent, at the 
lowest, compoand interest is destructive as the bite 
of a serpent. 



Joshua, ix, 13. And Ihese bottles of wine which wc filled were 
new, and behold, they be rent. See also Matthew, ix. IT. 
Job, XKxli. 19. Psalm, cxlx. S3. 

These passages denote nothing like glass bottles, 
but skius prepared to answer Ihe same purpose. 
They were of various sizes, according to the animals 
from which the sk ins were taken. Water is frequently 
conveyei) by buffaloes in Ceylon; and two bags of 
Ibis deiicriptioQ form a load. 



Judges, iii. 19. But he himself turned again from the qnarriei 
that were by Gilgal, and said, I have a secret errand unto 
thee, O king: wlio said. Keep silence. And alt that stood 
b; bim went ont from bim. 

Eglou seems to have observed the established 
usage. Bruce observes, that on saying he had a 
confidential message, the room was instantly cleared ; 
and even the secretary rose to depart. 



Judges, v. 30. 1 
divers colou 
the Decks of them that take the spoil. 

Denoting the npper garment or mantle of a gen- 
Xjeman, snch as Christ laid aside, John xiii. 4; and 



it should seem, liis robe worn ander. Heuce it has 
been observed, that his appearance was respectable ; 
and perfectly free frum that austerity by which 
Jewish and other Pharisees rendered themselves 
singular. Peter pulled off bin upper garment, 
John xxi. 7. (Campbell.) So 1 Sam. xix. 24, and 
Job. xxii. 6, denote not nudity, but being undressed. 
In 2 Sam. vi. 20, David is to be understood as having 
divested himself of every thing royal. Isaiah, liii. 1. 
— Revealed — denotes uncovered, stripped, fit for 
action. 



ae, which cbeereth Ond and man, and go to be promated 
over the trees f — Jolin, k. 31. Jeaua amwered them. Is it not 
written in your law, I said, ye are gods! 

The exposition of Jotham's parable adopted by 
King Charles's couk, is confessedly ingenious and 
evangelical — that wine forming part of the Jewish 
drinh-oSerings, and being typical of the blood of 
the Redeemer, might be said to cheer God, inasmuch, 
as he was well-pleased with the Cbristian atone- 
ment; but I should think the opinion in a note on 
the story I remember reading many years ago, is 
more likely to have been Jotham's meauing. He 
was addressing tlie idolatrous Shechemites: and by 
God and man (o'U'iwi o'n^«) he may be supposed to 
mean, high and low, rich and poor. 



Judges, xvi. 19. Aad ehe made him sleep upon her knees. 

Mention is made of a favourite court lady, in 
whose lap the Emperor of Morocco constantly laid 
down his head and slept, when intoxicated. 




JiiJgei, xvi. 21. But tlie PUilistines took iiim, and put out his 
eyes, [niargin, bered out] and brought him tlown to Gaza, and 
bound biin with fetters ol' bruis; mid he did grind in the 
prison house. 

Scooping out the eyes, is a common punishment 
under Eastern tyrants, as oriental history bears 



Judges. 

There was no king, strictly speaking, in Israel, 
for ages al'ter; but the meaning evidently is, no 
supreme magistrate. Samuel, without pretendiog 
to royalty, was invested with higher authority than 
any of their kings. The natives of Ceylon often 
style the governor, and judges of the Supreme 
Court, rajas or kings. 



¥ 



Judges, xviii. 19. And they said nnto him, Hold thy peace, lay 
tbiue hand upon thy mouth, and go ntth us, and be to us a 
father aud a prieat. 

liow-caste people, when listening to a superior, 
cover their mouth with their finger. When asto- 
nished, they rest the cheek on the palm of the hand, 
cover the lips with two fingers, or put the fore-finger 
iietween the teeth. 



Samuel, v. 4. And the head of Dagon, and both tlie pahni of 
bis hands were cut off upon the thresbhold ; only the slump 
[margin, orfiihy-parf] of Dagon was left to him. 



Dagoi 



I figure : 



maid, (sea-maid,) was 



doubtless a figure of Noah's preservation. It s 
the same with the Vislmoo of India — represented in 
the Budhuist temples in the human form, and painted 
the colour of tlie sea. 



1 Samuel, vi. 12. Anil tlie ktne took the straight waj' to thA 
way of Belli- Sliemesh, and went along the liiKbway, lowing 
as they went, and turned not nsiile to the rigllt hand or to 
Che lel't ; and the lords of the Philistines went after them into 
the border of Beth-Shemcsli. 

If bullocks wbeu yoked, were as rerractory in 
Judea OS they are in Ceylon, the Divine interposi- 
tion must have been very remarkable, especially as 
tbe calves of the milcb kiue, in tbe text, were shut 
up, at Iiome. In a meadow, it is e^ttremely difficult 
to catch them; and when yoked they are often very 
tronblesome. Two usually draw a cart, and unless 
carefully driven, they will turn oat of the road, and 
run with great fury. 



1 Samuel, ix. 7. For the bread is spent in our vessels. 

Tbe Tartars at tbe approach of winter, make 
similar provision for a journey in pursuit of cattle 
allowed to ramble over a right of pasturage through 
tbe summer. Each proprietor, on sending them to 
graze, sets his mark on his beasts; and in the coarse 
of his ramble in search uf them, makes iuqniries of 
people scouring the plain on the same errand. 



1 Samuel, i>. 7, B. Tber« is oat a present to hting to the man of 
Ood : What have wc ! And the servant answered Saul again, 
and said. Behold I have here at baud the fourth part of a 
shekel of silver ; that will I give to the man of Qod, to tell 
ns our way. See also Genesis, xliii. 11; and Judges, lii. 
17, IB, 

Presents are essential to intercourse between 
superiors and inferiors throughout the East. They 
are considered not in the light of bribes, but as 
tokens of acknowledgment of superiority and depen- 
dence. The pepper-corn, the rose, and the like, 
required by a landlord of his tenants on court-days in 
£urope, seem fragments of the same usage. A Cin- 
galese having to solicit a favour of a superior, when 



away from home, says, I mast go to my village, and 
procure the presenls. When rejected by a Euro- 
pean, it is cuusidered disrespectful. On presenting 
tiieni to me, I have either declined receiving them, 
and explained my reason, or at their solicitation, 
accepted them, and told the persons to come in fu- 
ture with none. 



1 .SBmuel, xiii, 10. Now ihere was no smith found tlirougbout 
Ilie land of Isiael : (tor tbe PhillstiiieB baid, Lest tUe He- 
brenhmake them snorda or spears.) 

The Arabs in some cases, suspecting the people 
of a disposition to emancipate themselves, have 
allowed the inhabitants of a subjected village but 
one knife. 



i Samuel, xvii. 10. And tlie Pliiligtine said, I defy tlie annles of 
Israel this day ; giie me a man thai we may Jigiit together. — 
Verse 43. And the PhilistiDe ciiraed David by his gods. 

The Cingalese frequently utter imprecations in 
3 of the most malignant of their deities. 



I'Samuel, Kix. IC. And when the messengers were come in, 
behold, Ihere was an image in the bed, with a pillow of goat'i 

hair for his bolster. 

With several respectable authorities, I am inclined 
to think the article described as a bolster, was in 
fact a curtain suspended to guard the sleeper from 
gnats i and which was happily calculated to deceive 
the messengers, in case they insisted on glancing 
into the room to satisfy themselves whether or not 
David were there. The same word is used for it, 
which in 2 Kings viii. 15, is rendered a thick cloth. 
Moschetto curtains are hung about the superior order 
f beds in the Eust. The sting of the moschetto 
lembles that of a bee or gnat, and often by day 



and night the aanoyance is snch as can hardly be 
conceived bv people in Europe. I have seen na- 
tives unable to sleep till tliey had destroyed those 
baszing about them, by smiting their bands together, 
at which experience seems to have made them 
dexterous. 



) the bed, tbat I may 



I Samuel, xiK. 15. And Saul tent the 
David, saying, Bring him up to m 

A mat and pillow form all the bed of the common 
people of the East: and their rolling up the one in 
the other has often struck me as illustrating the 
command to rise, take up thy bed, and lua/i. Luke 
V. 19. Mark ii. 4, 11. Acts ix. 34.— Peter said to 
Eneas, arise and hereafter spread thy bed for thy- 
self. David's bed was probably the duan or raised 
bench, with two quilts, one doubled and serving for 
mattrass, and the other as a covering. It was pro- 
bably not unlike a sailor's hammock laid ou the floor 
or bench. The writer remembers seeing three clay 
bencbes for sleeping on, at a small post-house at 
Vowwol-tongy near Jaffna; on one of which he lay 
several hours. 2 Kings, xi. 2, "In the bed-chamber" 
— not for sleeping, it should seem, but rather, the 
bed-wareliouiie. 



I SanincI, xxi. 13, 14. And lie clianged his behavionr berore 
them, and feigned liimself mad in their hands, and scrabbled 
on the daots of tlie gale, and let his spittle tall down upon 
lii« beard. Then said Achisb anto his servants, Lo, ye tec 
the man a mad. 

The attention bestowed on the beard by the Turks, 
may suggest to us bow reasonable was Achish's 
opinion, that David when he let his spittle full upon 
it, was deranged. They let it grow, kiss it, and 
swear by it. — In the Yemen mountains, the simple 
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iple io<|aireiI of some travellers, what crime tfaei , 
ropeaa servant had committed, as he was ob^ 
served to have whiskers without a beard! Catting 
off the beard, was evidently a token of deep moarihf 
iag. Is. XV. 2; Jer. xli. 5; neglecting it, a mark oj 
dejection, Gen. xli. 14; 2 Sam. xix. 24. " Plinj 
telieth us out of Varro, that the Romans had no 
barbers till iM years after the city was built." 
Trapp. Mr. Dumont, in an Essay on tbe condno|{ 
of David, at the court of Achish, kio^ of Gath, 
seems to have proved. First, That if David had 
counterfeited madness on the occasion, ' 
have committed any sin. Secondly, That David- 
did not feign himself mad, as is generally supposed^ 
And thirdly, Thitt this heir-apparent to the crowot 
of Israel, had not, at the court of Gath, the least' 
degree of madness, either real or feigned. Saurin'M' 
Sermons, Vol. 4. 



[•Samuel, xTviii. 12. And wlieo tlip woman saw Sanmel, 
cried with a loud voice : and tie woman ^pake to Sao^ 
saying, Why hait tbou deceived me ? Tor Ibou arl Saul. 

The insertion of when, for which there seems 
sufficient authority, implies some lime for the : 
tiement of the spell, bat the fright of the woman 
on finding her arts might be dispensed with, and the 
affecting interview between Saul and Samnel, seeni 
to denote a divine interference independent of occull 
inlluence. 



^Samuel, T. B. And David said on that day, Whosoever gelteth 
up to the ^tler,and imitelhlhe Jebiisiles, and the laine,anif 
tbehiind, that arc hated of David'e soat.he tliall be chief aniti 
captiiin. Wherefore tht^y said, The bliad and the lame shall 
not come into the house. 

" The L.AMV. and the blivd shall not come into tliet 
iottse .... Ike LAME and the blind are hated o/l 



David^a touJ : that is, 1001^^ shall not come, (MAgbs 
are hated, Sjc. The pagaa founders of cities and 
castles practised judicial astrology, and laid tlie lirst 
stone nnder a lucky positioQ of the heavens. The 
blind aod tbe lame here were constellated images of 
brass, to which, as to idol-gods, the safety of the 
fort was entrusted. If these fail to protect us, say 
the Jebusites, they shall be put up in our houses 
no more. They will fail, saitli David, they are 
blind, they have eyes, and see not, they are idols." 
— Wall, in Robinson's Claude. 



To me there appears the utmost probability, that 
the worship of the visible heavens by the Phceni- 
cians, bore a strong resemblance to the system which 
prevails at this day among the Cingalese. Though 
the same bands are engaged as in demon-worship, 
the system appears to be different. Planet influence 
is styled, hal-le-yah, which may bear an affinity with 
Baal. Figures in relief, sometimes as large as thehu- 
raan form, representing tbe planets, whose influence 
is to be propitiated or averted, are neatly formed 
with clay on a frame of split bamboo ; and when 
painted, have an imposing appearance — particularly 
when lighted up at night. ' Such frames may be 
frequently seen, especially in time of sickness, with 
the worshippers and dancers before them, accom- 
panied by chauQting and the beat of long-tongs. 
The largest I remember seeing, was about 18 feet 
by 12. After tbe ceremonies are over, the frame is 
partly broken up. or left to be destroyed by the rain, 
or in any way. Now, supposing the worship similar, 
the Philistines might make an extraordinary eflort at 
propitiation, to secure the defeat of a man of David's 
power ; and their images not being of metal, but of 



materials like those I have described, on leaving 
them behind, they might be easily consumed. As 
tbe 84th Psalm is considered as written just after 
this defeat of the Phili^tiues, it Las struck me whe- 
ther David, in setting lire to their instruments of 
worship, did not display the utmost contempt of 
their adoration of the sun in particular as the 
source of fire; and that from an emblem of tbe 
material sun, his superior theology led him to extol 
Jehovah, ander the character of a sun as well as a 
shield. 



t^S'Kiuel, li, 9. But Uriab slept Htthe door of the king's house 
l' with all the servants of his Lord, and went not down to his 
I house. 
Throughout Hindooslan, servants sleep in tbe piaz- 
zas of the house. 



m\jt Samuel, xiv. SG. And when he polled Ids bead, (for it wax at 
every year's end that he polled it ; because the hair was 
heaty on him, therefore he polled it,) he weighed the hair 
of his heHd at two hundred shekels, alter the king's weight. 

Of all the conjectnres offered to solve tbe diffi- 
culty presented by the enormous weight of Absalom's 
hair, that of X)r. Clarke strikes me as must probable. 
He supposes a mistake has crept into the numeral 
letters, and that h lamed, 30, supposed to bave been 
lirst written, became changed in course of lime for 
-i resh, 200, which might easily have happened from 
the similarity of the letters. This reduces it to 
7i oz. in tbe course of a year ; and if this be thought 
too little (which, with the Doctor, I tbiuk it is not,) 
the sacred text, it should be observed, rather denotes 
at proper or convenient times, that is to say, when 
it grew too long or weighty, which might be several 
times a year. Tbe quantity polled may be snpposed 
to answer the conjectured weight very well,— The 



\ 



bair of an adult Cingalese, I should suppose more 
than 71 ouDces in weight. It is kept oiled, and 
fastened in a buncb behind the head. 



S Stmiiel, wli. 13. Moreover, ir he be gotten into a. city, then 
Ehall all Israel bring ropes to that city, and we will Uraw it 
into the river, until there be not one small stone fonnd there. 

£iekiel,Kxi. S3 To appoint battering- ramB against the 

gates, to cast a mount, and to build a fort. 

The batteriug-ratn was a beam of enormous size, 
or many beams bounil together, having an iron head ; 
and was swnng from a house containing it, with 
snch violence as to make a breach in the wall of a 
fortress. In the former passage there seems an 
allusion to the crow-bar, worked the same way, 
which must have been a formidable engine when the 
walls were unfinished, or the stones loose. 



2Sainael, xxti. G. Thesnareit of deatli prfTHilAl nc— I Theisalo- 
nianifiv. 15. — We which are alive and remwD unto the cum- 
iog or [he Lord, shall not prevent them wliich arc asleep. 

This application of the word prevent, meaning, 
(not to obstruct, as it generally means now,) but to 
ffO before, precede, is so obsolete as to occasion 
perplexity to an uneducated reader in various pas- 
sages. 



1 Kings, xiv. }. Aod take witli thee lea loaves, and cracknels, 
and a erase orhonEy,nn<l goto him: he shall tell thee what 
Khali become of the child. 

On Mr. Banner's allusion to an officer posted at 
the door to receive presents and register them, an 
ingenious gentleman, long resident in Ceylon, wrole 
this note: "Such an othcer sib at the door of a 
wedding-house, in the family of a modliar, and 
registers tbe gifts and the name of tfae donor. Some 
of these gifts are immediately sold at another door 



for ready money, and are again broagbt to the first 
door by another donor, I. F. L." 



I 



^iugs, XV. ID. And furty and one years reigned he in Jem-- 
iSem : and bis mather'N name wb« Maachali, tlie danghter of 
AbisliHlom.— 1 Cbrontdea, xv. IS. And also concerning 
Maacbab, the niotlier of Asn the kin^, he removed her front 
being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove : and 
Aaa cut down her idol, and stomped [I, and burnt it at the- 
brook Kidrou. 

The dilijcullies arising from the different names 
applied to the person styled king's or i^neen's niolher, 

and the phrase, "and his mother's name was •" 

are solved, by ascertaining; that this personage was 
one of the royal family, possessing; that title of honour 
and dignity — ^the first in rank, chief sultana, or queen 
dowager. 



n Kuigs, xviii. 27. And it came to pass at noon, tiiat Elijah 
mocked tbeni, and said. Cry aloud ; fur be Is a god : either 
be is talking, or he is pnrBiiing, or he is on u journey, or per 
adventure he sleepeth, and mnst he awaked. 

Homer's deities are represented travelling, dis 
puling, fighting, feasting, and sleeping. According' 
to Luciitn, there are certain chinks in heaven through 
which Jupiter at certain times only bears prayer, 
The Cretan Jupiter was paiuled without ears. Of 
Diana, the priests said, that being present at Alex- 
ander's birth, she cuuld nut be present at Epbcsiis, 
to preserve her temple, which was then set on fire antt 
burnt down. In Hindou and Bitdhuist legends, all I 
inanuer of exploits are ascribed to the gods. They ] 
are considered also as consuming much of their time * 
in sleep. According to some, the great Brabm 
exists cooscionsiy hut halT his time ; and Budhu in 
most of the temples is not only representud standing 
and teaching, as well as sitting, hut in a r?cun)bent 
posture asleep. 



The Turks in particnlar, play frantic pranks in 
tbe violence of their feelings. 



< Kings, Kviii. 42. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and 
he cast himself down iipun the earth, and put his face between 
Ms knees.— 1 ChronirJea, xvii. IG. And David the king came 
and sat before the Lord, and said, Who am I, O Lord God, 
and what is mine house, that ihDo liast bronght me hitherto 1 

David's posture in all probability was not nnltke 
that of Elijah, which was one of most earnest sup- 
plication. I remember being present in the Supreme 
Court at Matura, when the prisoners were brought up 
to receive their seutenoes ; and when a Cingalese 
woman on hearing lier son's condemnation to suffer 
death, rushed through the crowd, and presenting 
herself before the bench, in the very poKtnre ascribed 
to Elijah, entreated, in tbe most heart-rending man- 
ner, that his life might be spared. 



1 Kings, xviii. 44. And he said, Co up, nay unlo Ahab, Prepare 
thy chariot, [margin, tit or bind,] and get thee down, that 

the rain stop thee not. 

The Cingalese, speaking of harnessing a horse, 
nse the same expression. The root of the word in 
Cingalese, by the way, nearly corresponds in sound 

with tbe English bend or bind. 



Lings, xiK. 4. But he himself went a dny's Joaraey into the 
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree. 
and he reqsested for himself Uiat lie might diC'-Geneeis, 
xxxi. 40. Thus I was; in the day the drought consumed me, 
and tlie frost by night; and ray sleep departed from mine 

u 2 



The ho-lree is considered sacred by the Cingalese, 
who believe Budliu often rested himself andcr its 
shade. They may be seen to bow in passing it, 
and not nnfrequenlly a walt,breast-higli,is bnilt aboat 
its trunk to prevent injury. In this wall are nitches 
constructed tor placing lighted lamps in on extra- 
ordinary occasions. The bread-fruit- tree, and several 
others growing by the road-side, aflbrd the traveller 
a most refreshing shade in the heat. Logs of wood 
or seats, or old canoes are often found under thpni 
forsiltingor reclining on. — The oppressive, scorching 
heat of the day, and the inverse piercing chill of 
night, are known, not no frequently, by fatal ex- 
perience, to every eastern traveller. 



1 Kings, xix. 10. So lie departed tlience, and found Eliaha the 
lion ot'Sbaphat, wiiu was ploughing with twelve yoke or oxen 
bntbre liim, atid he with the tweltth : and Elijah passed by 
him, aud cast his mantle upon Lltn. 

Two oxen only were fastened to one plough, not 
one-fourth so heavy as a common English one. 
That in Calmet just answers to the Ciagiilese one, 
which is of very simple contrivance, held by one 
hand, and drawn by two oxen. Retorning from 
Amblamgoddy to Galle, in March, 1824, I met 
several yoke of oxen, and a man carrying three 

E toughs on his shoulder. On being asked how many 
e could carry, he said, live. 



1 IvingB, \K. 3i, And Ben-hadad said unto 1iim,Tlje cities tvIilcI| . 
my father took from thy fattier 1 will restore ; and thou shalt I 
make streets for tliee in DamaaciiB, aa my fatlier made U( J 

The Moors resident in Indian towns, commonly 
dwell in the saqie neighbourhood, and often ex- 
clusively occupy a particular street: — Moor-street, 
Colombo, for example. A gentleman of my av-r 



quaiutance having a large Chinese map of oae of their 
chief cities, desiied a Chinese who Knew the place, 
to give him some dcscriptiou of it. He instantly 
pointed out the divisions assigned to the diBerent 
classes of people. 



1 Kiags, ix'i.3. And Nabotb said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it 
me, that I Ebould give tlie inlieritance of my fathers unto 
tlitf,— Johu, iv. 13- Art thou gteaterthan our father Jacob, 
wlio gave us the uell, and drank thereof, and his children, 
aud tua cattle I 

The people of Indostan very reluctantly part 
with a family estate, from which they generally take 
their title. I heard a Cingalese woman object to 
sell a spot of gronnd; assigning as a reason the 
pleasure she experienced in eating cocoa-nuts, pro- 
duced by the trees that had supplied tlie family in 
former times. 



1 Kiags, xxi. 23. And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, Eaviiic, 
The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of JeEreel.— 2 Kinga, 
ix. 35. And the? went to bory lier ; but tbey found no mure 
of her than the scull, and the feet, and the palms of her 

Bruce mentions that his own dugs greedily de- 
voured the limbs of those killed and hewn to pieces, 
being denied burial. The dreadful execution of 
Agag, 1 Sam, xv. 33, was equalled by what Bruce 
witnessed. — In Bengal, jackalls may every day be 
I seen devouring human bodies left unburied. 

I thei 

the 
i. 3. Jeremiah, > 

Instruction by signs as well as by similitudes, 
seems to have been an established usage. The 
c 3 



grand seigoior has a number of dumb men, who in 
this way express difficult matters to admiration. 



1 Kings, xxii. 25. And Miraiah siud, Behold, thou abalt see in 

tliat daj', wlien thoa slialC go into an inner ctiunilter to lilde 

Ihyielf.— See also 1 Kings, xx. 30; and Judges, xv. 1. 

Imagine a long gallery, or a large hall, into wHicIi 

the duors of cells open, consisting each of one or two 

rooms for each person;— one used for sleeping in, 

tiie other for any purpose less retired. Sncb are 

lliose of monks and nuns ; and the harams of the 

Turks. 



2 Kings, ii. 19. And the men of tlic city Btud unto EU.sha, Behold, 
I pray thee, the situation of the city is pleasant, as my Lorrt 
seetU : but the nater is nougbl, and the ground barren. 
[Margin, caanng to miieaiT?.] 
— Perhaps literally true;— many places in the old 
and new world are known to be inimical to parturi- 
tion. 



2 Kings, V, IT. Aud Naaman said, Shall there not tlieu, I pray 
thee, be given to thy servant two nudes burdeo of earth t 
for tliy Eervant nill henceforth oiTcr neither burnt-offering 
nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord. 
It seems earth is used by Mahometans for pur- 
poses of purification when water is unprocurable; 
and this h supposed the object of Naaman. 



2 Kinga, v. 23. And Naanian said, Be content, take two talents. 
And he urged liiio, and bound two talents of silver in two ' 
bags, nitli two changes of garments, and laid them upon two ' 
of his servants ; and they bare them before him. 
Presents of raiment are usual in the east to this 

dav. 



3 Riii"a, \. 21, 21. So Gebazi foUoned after Naaman ; and When 
NaamaD saw him rnnniDg alter him, he lighted down from 
the cbariDt to meet him, and said, Is all wetU [Heb. Miirgin, 
Is ttiere peact 7] And he said. All is well. 

I never read tliis passage witliout fancying a 
Malabar man running after the chariot, and on bein^ 
met by Naaman, making a most profound bow, and 
uttering the word Selam — the word used on this 
Dccasiot), and still in use among millions in the east. 



: Kings, vi. 25. And there was a great fuminc in Samaria ; and 
behold, they besieged it until an ass's hend was sold for fuur- 
score pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove's 
duag lor five )iieces of silver. 

Tbe dove's-dung, some think, was not used for 
food, but for raising melons ; but it is more likely to 
have been a species of pulse so called. 



3 Kings, vil. I. "Hien Klisha said, Itcar je tlie word of IheLor.!; 
Thus sailb tlie Lord, To-morrow about tliis time, shAii a 
measure of line Hour be sold for a shekel, and two niea'iiires 
ot'barley for a shekel in the gale of Samaria. 

The gate of an ancient city was the principal place 
of business. Here the people, passing In and out, 
especially those employed in cultivation, easily met. 
Here was the court of justice ; the market; the ex- 
change ; and apartments for the transaction of state 
affairs. Geu xix. 1; Deut.xxi.19; 2Sam.xix.6; 
a Chron. xviii. 9; Esther, iii. 2; Prov. xxii. 22; 
Amos, V. 12 ; Job, xxix, 7 ; Lam. v. 14. 



Hazael is considered as having adopted a mode 
of remedy usual in such disorders; and seems to 
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have occasioned the deatb of Benhadad by accident, 
or without suspiciou. 



3 Kings, ix. 30. And wiicn Jehu nas come to Jezreet, Jezebel 

heard ot'it ; Bnd she paiuteil her face, and tired her head, aad 

looked out atawindDiv.-^iidge8,v.2B. The mother of Sisera 

K looked out at a window, and cried through the lattice, Why 

^L -is hU chariot so long in coming? Why tarry the vheels of bit. 

^^V chariots 1 Her wise ladteE answered her 

^Pln Barbary and the Levant, a latticed window or 
Dalconade fronts the street, for the fair on festivals 
to show themselves. 



2 Kings, ju. I. And when Athaliali, the mother of Ahaziah, saw 
that her ion wait dead, she arose and destrmied all the seed 
royal. — Judges, ix. 90. Thus God rendered the wickedness 
of Abimelech, which he did onto his father, la slaying his 
seventy brethren. — 2 Kings, x. 7. And it came to pass when 
the letter came to them, that they took the king's sons, and 
slew seventy persons, and put their heads ia baskets, aad 
sent them to Jezreel. 

The history of the Deighbonring kingdoms, proves 
that such tragedies are by no means uncommoD. Id 
a despotic kingdom, a revolution ol'ten consists io 
catling off ooe tyrant with his family, and enthron- 
ing another without materially affecting the public 
welfare. 



3 Kings, xvi, 3. Bathe walked in the way of the kings oflsrael, 
yea, and made his son Io pass through the fire, according to 
the abominations of tlie heathen, whom the Lord cast out from 
before the children oflsrael. 

Compared with 3 Chron. xxviii. 3, this passage is 
found to vary in expression. In the feast of lire, 
annually celebrated (says Maurice,) in honour of 
Darma Rajah, the devotees walk over a lire forty 
feet long ^ some of whom are not necessarilv burnt 
to death. In Ireland, it is said, on midsummer eve, 
the people dance round fires and leap over tbenij so 



tliat tlie custom appears to have been very general 
as well as ancient. 



2 King), xVai. 19. And Rab-shakeh said imto them. Speak j-e 
notv to Hezekiali. Thus eaitii the great krn^, the kiug of 
A5s<^ria, Wbat conSdence is this wherein thou trustest?. .. . 

Hyat Sttib, tlie jemadar or governor of Bidanure, 
ran on in praise of Hyiier, and contempt of the 
European power in India, iit a strain full as insolent. 
in his owu residence — wbat tlien would have been 
bis eloquence on a message like that of ilab-shakeh { 



2 Kings, xix. 33. Therefore thus eaith Ibc Lord coneeralng the 
kioe: of Aisyria, He shall not come into this dtj, nor shoot an 
arrow there, nor come before it witb a shield, nor cast a bunk 
againstit. Geneaia, xUx. 22. Jiuthia bowabode in strength, 
and the arms of his hands were made strong hy the hands of 
the mighty God of Jacob. — See also Hosea, vii. IS. 

Engines were used in early times for throwing 
stones and arrows on the bow principle. The pillars 
in which the handles of the bow were fastened, 
appear to have been strengthened by cording, and 
the siring to have been drawn baclc by a windlass. 



2 King!, xiv. 3S. And it came to pass in the 

•ingel of the Lord went out, and amotc in t 

Aasyrians, an hundied, fourscore and five 

vhen tliey arose early in the morning, beliold, they were all 

dead corpses. 

The Simoom was probably the natural agent of 

this judgment. — Chap. six. 7, and Isaiah, xxxvii. 7, 

" Behold, I will send a blast upon him." By night 

they were probably the more liable to be unapprised. 

See Isaiah, xxs.27 — 33, where it is thought is an 

allusion to the Simoom or burning wind. 




The shekel of the sanctuary was not dilTerent in 
weight from the common or civil shekel, as is evident 
from Exodus xxx. 13, compared with Ezekiel, xlv. 
9,13; froni which passag'es it is evident they were 
both equal to twenty gerahs; and besides, all esti- 
mations are expressly ordered, Leviticns, xxvii.25, 
to be made according to the shekel of the sanctuary, 
coDtaining twenty gerahs. The reason of the appel- 
lation, shekel of the sanctuary, was, because the 
standard of this, as of all other weights and measores, 
was kept in the sanctuary, as with us in the Ex- 
chequer. — Parkhiirsl, under i^pif. 



Whether we read after some MSS. 40.000, or 
400,000 after others, an Asiatic army is not to be 
compared with a European. Unpropurtioned as the 
Jewish armies seem to the extent and population of 
Judea, they might be raised without much diflicully, 
by the will of despotism and the system of clanship 
which prevailed there; and it should seem, nine out 
iif ten of an Asiatic, would in a European array, be 
counted useless. Some think 400,000 may be the 
gross number ; and 40,000 the soldiers fit for action, 



3 Chron. iKiii. 19. And he let the porters at the gatei of the 

bouse of the Lord, thiit none wliicb wan unclean to un; ihing 

should enter in. 

The entrance of the inner chamber of a Budhuist 

temple is usually low and narrow; and on each side 

stands a dreadful looking fellow formed of clay, and 

above tlie size of the human form, with a huge 

serpent in his hand, seemingly ready to lash with it 

whoever enters ; but intended chiefly, I believe, ta | 

admonish such as come unprepared. They are staled, 

moorakdrayo, the usual word for guards or sentinels. 



Neh«iniah, v. IT. Moreover, tiiere vfere at my ti^lfl an hundred 
aod tiny of the Juxn and ni1cr», besides thoae that came 
vnong 111 from among the heathen th«t are about as, Se« 
also 1 Kings, iv. 33 ; xviii, 10. 

Expenses were anciently reckoned by the numbers 
of articles consumed, or tbe number of guests at 
table. This was likely to happen fruni the payment 
of tribute in cattle; and its establishment before tbe 
use of money. A traveller leads us to form a judg- 
ment of tbe numbers living in a seraglio at Constan- 
tinople, by the prodig;ious quantity of provisions 
consumed in it yearly. 



Nehemiah, U. 28. Mnreover, thou gavest tliera kingdoms and 
nations, and didst divide them into corners. — Arooi, iii. 12. 
I'huiieitb tlie Lord, As tlie sheiihcrd taketh ont of tlie mantli 
of the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear ; so shall the childreD 
of Israel lie taken out that dwell in Samaria, lu the Eomer of 
a bed, and in Damascus in a conch, [Margin, on Iht heii'$ 

To the corner — the couch; the easiest seat, and 
place of honour. Job, xxix. 7, appears to mean, 
laying a carpet and settingacushion. Deuteronomy, 
iii. 11, — Bedstead, — the raised bench, or flooring 
rather. In apost-housenear Jaffna, (Vowwol-longy,) 
are three couches formed of clay, oa one of which 
I passed a nigUt in 1825. Two are but a few inches 
above the floor; tbe other, two ur three feel, and 
intended, I was infurmed, for the tapul- bearer, cr 
post-man, who takes his nap here till the bag arrives 
from the former stage ; and who would be incom- 
moded by the water on either of the lower couches, 
when the ground is flooded. 



The Cingalese women in general take their food 
apart from tbe men. In Captain Knox's account of 



his captivity, is a good pictnre of a Kandian sitting 
on a couch with a child in his arms, and drinking by 
pouring; water out of the spout of a drinking cup 
into his mouth, while a woman, (I should think not 
his wife, however, as she is drest in a lower style 
than himselfj) brings a pot of rice, with a ladle. 
The child is holding out both its hands in earnest 
expectation. 



The Arabs set the exploits of their chiefs in the 
dialogue form, like the Book of Job. The Cingalese 
often spend hours at night in reciting alternately the 
exploits of Bodhu, and of their gods and devils. 
I have often been disturbed by them. This passage, 
imperfectly explained by most commentators, is by 
Mr, Robinson, set in so clear a light, that the reader 
will be better satisfied with a quotation, than an 
abridgment, " Before the invention of money, trade 
used to be carried on by barter, that is, by exchang- 
ing one commodity for another. The man who Lad 
been hunting in the woods for wild beasts, would 
carry their skins lo market, and exchange them with 
the armourer for so many bows and arrows. As 
these traffickers were liable to be robbed, they some- 
times agreed to give a party of meu a share for 
defending them ; and skins were a very ancient 
tribute. With them they redeemed their own shares 
of property and their lives. It is to one or both of 
these customs, that the text allades, as a proverb. 
Imagine one of these primitive fairs. A multitude of 
people from all parts, of different tribes and lan- 
guages, in a broad field, all over-spread with various 
commodities to be exchanged. Imagine this fair to 
he held after a good hunting season, and a bad 
harvest. The skinners are numerous, and clothing 
cheap- Wheat, the staff of life, is scarce, and the 



whole fair dread a famine. How many skins this 
year will a man give for this necessary article, with- 
out which, he and his family must inevitably diel 
Why, each would add to the heap, and put skin upon 
skin, for alt the skins that a man hath, will he pive 
for his life. Imagine the wheat growers, of whom 
Job was one, carrying home the slcins, which they 
had taken for wheat. Imagine the party engaged 
to protect them, raising the tribute, and threatening 
if it were not paid, to put them to death. What 
proportion of skins would these merchants give, in 
this case of necessity? Skin upon skin, all the skins 
that they have, will they give for their lives. The 
proverb ihen means, that we should save uur lives at 
any price." 

Job, ix. 2G. They are pasfietl away as Ihe swift ships. 

This passage has perplexed critics exceedingly. 
Calmet's Editor thinks the " swift ships" allude to 
camels — the camel being called by the Arabians, the 
ship of the desert. 



Job, xxi. IT. HoiT on is the candle [margiii, lamp] of the wicked 
piit uiit.— Job, xviii. Q,U. Yea, ttic light of tlie wicted shall 
be put out, and the spark of liia fire shall iiot shine. The- 
light shall be dark in his tabernacle, and hi! candle sliall be 
put out with him. 

The Cingalese, and I believe, orientals in general, 
keep a lamp burning; and usually in the sleeping- 
room all night.— The lamps before the images in the 
Budhuist temples are kept constantly burning. 



As in Bengal, thieves in Ceylon lay their plan by 
day ; and at night, when the inhabitants are asleep. 



worTt throngh the mod walls, and plunder the pre- 
mises un perceived. 



Job, XXX. 22. Tiiou liftest me up to tUe wind ; thou causcf t me 
to ride ii|)on it, aud dissolvest my siibstaoce. 
Job seems to refer to the pillars of sand common 
in thuse parts :, and described at large by Bruce. 



Job, xxxi. 37. If my moutli tiath kissed my Imud, 

The Mahometans, in salutation, kiss their hands. 
The Cingalese clap their hands before the face, and, 
approaching a superior, or before the image of 
Eudbu, make a profound bow. 



Pealm. iii. 2. Setah. 

On bearing banna, or Budhuist discourse read, 
the natives at intervals, exclaim, Sudoo! meaning 
ffood! bravo! Possibly, circumstances might render 
snch passages in the Psalms as are so marked, of, 
particular importance at the time they were com- 
posed. The Cingalese Sadoo, has certainly an inte- 
resting effect on an audience. 



Pialm, xxxvii. 2. For they shall snoa be cut down like the grui, 
and wither as the green herb. — Pulm, xc. S, 6. 'fliev are 
like gnus which gToweth up. In tlie moriiiDg it flouTlEhGtli, 

' and groweth up ; id the evening il ia cot down and wilLereth. 

Grass in the east is cut up g;reen, and given to 
horses. There is nutbing like English hay-harvest, 
though intimated by the Knglish version. 



r stretched out oi 
JA worshipper of Budhu carries a flower, or any 
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olferifig to the temple, in his open hand, held as 
Ligh as his head. Mr. Ward says, when a Hiaduo 
solicits a favour of his gods, he stretches oat bis 
Joined hands open towards the image, while he pre- 
sents his petition, as if expecting lo receive what 
he is asking. 

Psalm, ilv.{ Esther; Solomoa's Sang; Mattliew, xxii. 1—4; 
Luke, uv. te— 84. 
The marriage festivals in Scripture, bovever 
byperbolically descrihed to a Eriropeaa eye, are 
strictly consonant with established usage. The 
43Lh Psalm is considered by Caliiiet's Editor, a 
coronation song; and likewise the :J4tli. In this 
view, verse 1 to (i, is considered as sung by the 
priests standing on the steps of the temple. Then, 
Selah : — a change ; verse 7, by the king's company : 
verse 8, by the virgins. See on Psalm xlv. Horaky's 
Sermons. See also the note on Isaiah, iii. 20. 



l'EaIin,Ux. 7. Swords are in tlieir iips, ^Proverbs, sii, 18. There 
JB that apeakelb like the piercini; ot'a sword.— Re velatians, i. 
IC. Out of hU lumith neut a sharp two edged sword. 

Turks have been seen standing in a posture of 
deliance, with a naked sword between their teeth. 



Paalra, iKlii. 10. Ihey shall fall by the eviord ; they eball be a 
portion for foxes. 
The word translated /o.t, should, according to the 
best aatborities, be rendered jackall — sa animul 
tvbioh abounds in Jndea, and generally in the east. 
The tbrentening, in this view, says Mr. Ward, is 
very striking to a Hindoo, who may see them de- 
vouring human bodies daily. — Sampson could ac- 
complish his purpose, it may be supposed, with no 
great diRicully ^-— Judges, xv. 4. They are pretty 
numerous in Ceylon, and do much damage. At 



niglil, in the interior, where nnmbers of them herd 
tugether, they set up a hideous yell. 



Paalm, Ixiv. 3. IVbo whet their tongue like a sword, and bend 
llieit bowa to ahoot tiieir arrows, even bitter words. — pEalm, 
Ivii. 1. M^ soul is among lions: Had 1 lie even amoDi; tliem 
that are set on lire, even the sons or men, whose icetli are 
spears and arrows, and tlieir tongue a sliarp sword. 

Mungo Parke saw two arrows between the teelh 
of a neg;ra, who, with one in his bow, a bundle in 
his hand, and a quiver at his back, waved his hand 
for the stranger to keep his distance. 



Psalm, Ixviii. 13. Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall 
ye be as the wings of a dove, covered with silver, and her 

feathers with yellow gold. 

The writer's recollections appear to extend to the 
Egyptian bondage. Fires are often made in caverns 
by travellers ; and often for superstitious purposes, 
in tbe eiist. The soot about the rocks is likely to 
smut the doves flying among them for shelter. — In 
Jeremiah, xlviii. 28, the writer's anticipations appear 
to reach the dove painted on tbe banner, or to those 
kept for show, according to Mr, Harmer, and which 
were ornamented in the way alluded to by the 
Psalmist. That the dove was borne as a standard 
is very probable. In the title of Psalm Ivi. there 
seems an allusion thereto — " Jojiah-elem-rechochim." 
— On the dove — silenced— distanced. This might 
be a musical air: possibly composed on some defeat 
of the distant dove. So perhaps. Psalm Ixviii. 
WJten kings were scattered by the Alviigkly — 
with doves it may be, on their banners, ibe Israel 
dove, (verse 14,) v:as white as snow in Salmon.— 
The Hebrew of Jeremiali I. 16. rendered " the op- 
pressing sword," is " the sword of the Done." 



Psalm, Ixt. 13. 



vallej'S aUo 



This agrees much better with EBstern than with 
European cultivatinti. In Ceylon au extensive 
valley of corn is finely contrasted with the mouii- 
tainoas jungle contignoos. 



Wild-bogs, bufTaloes, elephants and deer greatly 
injure the gardens and fields of the Cingalese, us do 
the two former, those of the Hindoos, according 
to Mr. Ward. Places are constructed for people 
to watch in during the night; who frighten them 
away by fire. 



The Turks call the plague, the dart of Almighty 
God. 



Psalm, xci. 11, 1Z. For he shall give Ms angcU charge over Ihee, 
to keep tliee in nil thy waya. They shall bear tbee up in 
their fiands, leat thou dash tliy foot agsiost a atone. 

Palanquin bearers in bad roads or crossing rivers, 
warn one another against striking their feet against 
stones, or roots of trees, or branches. The foremost 
ones call out to those behind, and say whether the 
danger is to the right or left. — Cautions highly 
necessary to people who go barefooted. 



pEalm, xciii. I . The Lord reignetb ; lie is clothed witli majealy ; 
Ihe Lord is clotbed with strengtli, wherewith he hath girded 
himself. The world also is stablished, that it eniiiiotl)e moved. 
— Luke,iii. 3Si Let your loiiis be girded abont, snd your 
ligti Is bu ruing, — 1 Peter, i. 13. Wherefore gird up the loins of 



The Cingalese, like the Hiudoog when aliojt to 
exert themselves, fasten their clolh tiglit about their 
luina. 



Psalm, dx. ID. Let it be udIo him as tlie garmeut which caveretli 
him, and ibr a girdle wherewith he is girded contidually. 
—See Daniel, x. S ; Matthew, iii. 4. 

The CiDgalese and Hindoos tighten tlieir clotli 
about the luins with a silver or gold chain, or com- 
monly a handkerchief. The chiefs in full dress 
wear girdles, of splendid apjiearance. 



Pastm.cxxiii.S. — Behold aitJie eyes of servants look unto the hand 
of Iheir masters, and as the eyes of a maideu onto the hatid 
of her mistress ; bo out eyes wait upon the Lord our Ciod, 
until that he have mercy upon us. 

The Easterns direct their servants very generally 
by signs— even in matters of consequence. The 
Cingalese intimate their wish for a person to ap- 
proach, by bending the linger wilh the point towards 
the person wanted, as if to seize him — quite in the 
opposite direction to the English way of beckoning. 
To depart is signified by a side nod ; and a frown 
by a front one.— ^One Racub, a vizier, in conversa- 
tion with an ambassador, was whispered by his 
high provost, and denoted his answer by a slight 
horizontal motion of the hand. The vizier resnmed 
an agreeable smile ; and when the conversation 
ended, the sigiiificancy of the token was dreadfully 
explained, by nine heads cut off and placed in a row 
on the outside of the fort gate. 



Pialm,cmii. 3. Thou compsMeat my path, [margin, wnnaiml.] 
—Jeremiah, xv. 7. And I will fan them in the gales of the 
land,— Hee Matthew, iii. 13 ; Lnke, iii. II. 

In Egypt, corn is separated from the chaff, by 



being tossed against Ihe wind with a fork of five 
prongs, or with a shovel. The Cingalese in winnow- 
ing, use a fan made of split bamboo, to blow away 
the chaff. I have seen tlie man holding the sieve, 
inoanted a few steps high, and watcliing for wind, 
while another below with a fan has blown the chaff 
from the heap. So Mr. Ward says, the Hindoos 
winnow corn by waving the fun backwards and for- 
wards with both hands. 



pMlm, cxli. T. Our bones are Beattered \t the grave's montb, as 
wheo one cuttetli and cleavelh wood upon the eartli. 

Bruce mentions, that after leaving Garigana, and 
coming to a village of the same name, the bones of 
the inhabitants who had all died of hunger the year 
before, being unbnried, his party had to encamp 
among them. Imagine the horror of the Jews at 
such a spectacle, among whom, to Lave no burial 
was reckoned among the greatest calamities ; whose 
land was thought polluted by the exposure even of 
criminals^ and to whom the touch of a dead body 
was a defilement retjuiring ablution. 



Pialni, Gxliv. 8. Whose month apeaketh vanity ; and their right 
hand ii a right hand of falsehood. — Isaiali, xliv. 20. He 
feadctU ou ashes : a deceived heart hath turned him anide, 
that lie cannot deliver his soul, nor say, U there not a lie in 
my riglit liaud t 

The allusion is probably lo the ceremony of hold- 
ing up the hand iu swearing, or in p^ivinga vote, or 
lifting up the hands in worshipping an idol. The 
phrase " hand over bead" is founded on the mannerin 
which tha covenant was taken in 1638, when 60,000 
about Edinburgh thought proper to take it. The 
phrase used to be, " Hand over head, as men look 
tk« covenant." 



Woverbs, ii. 4. If thou seekest her as silver, and searcheEt for lipr 

39 for Iii<l treasurer — Isaiah, xlv.3. And I will give 

thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret 
places. — Mattliew, xxv. Iti. But he that had received one, 
went and digged in tbe earth, and hid his Lord's niDney. 

Id despotic canntries, property frDin its inaeciiritVi 
is often buried; and in cunsequence of removals, 
wars, and the like, vast quantities appear to liave 
been tost. Some make it their business to search 
for buried riches! and treasure-trove was once in 
Europe a braiicli of revenue. The security aR'orded 
by the British government in Kandy, is said to have 
brought to light a great deal of buried treasure. 



Hand in hand — as a token of swearing. Bruce 
mentions the form uf oath. Our ceremony nf shaking 
hands is a profession of exerting our active powers 
on behalf of one another. 



The Turks sometimes pound criminals in great 
iron mortars used in pounding rice. It seems to 
have been a punishment under the Kandian tyrants. 
I have a drawing by a Cingalese, of the treatment 
recei ved by tbe family of Ely pola, one of Raja Singha's 
ministers, in 1614, and whicli led to his dethrone- 
ment. In the first part uf Ibe picture, the king in 
represented sitting in bis palace, with one of bis 
queens having her face in the opposite direction. 
Elypola is prostrate before bim with bis wife and 
five children behind, guarded by a sentinel. In the 
second division, one executioner is ripping open one 
of the children, and another holding up the reeking 
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liead of tlie next, just cut off", and ready to drop it 
into ajDortar. Next, the unhappy mother appears 
with the pestle lifted in her hands to bray the head 
of her infant. It appears from the pnblisbed accoaots 
of this inhaman business, that the poor woman let 
fall the pestle once, and fainted away. Lastly, three 
children appear on a precipice with bound hands, 
and fastened to a large stone, intended to sink them 
in the pond inio which an execuIioQer behind is 
about to precipitate them. 



Pioverba, xxx. 19. And the way of a man with a maid. 

It seems too much the custom with critics, instead 
uf weighing the renderings and opinions of meu 
in superior circnmstances for understanding the 
force and signification of Hebrew words and idioms 
founded on some peculiar usage, — to propose some 
conjecture of their own, — ^The opinions of learned 
men on this difGcult passage are so numerous, and 
the readings of versions so different, that it is easier 
to select than to tlieorize. — The reader may find a 
very sensible extract from Vitringa, in Parkhurst, 
under o^Vf III. but I am inclined to prefer the 
opinion of Calmet's ingenious and judicious editor, 
as it agrees better with the seclusion of females in 
Eastern countries; — and gives the writer's difficulty 
the appearance of being founded on popular obser- 
vation, as proverbs are. That the passage relates 
to a pure virgin seems indisputable, — for though in 
one view, she illustrates, in the next verse she is 
opposed to the adulterous woman. This way, ap- 
pears to be the way of a suitor, after encouragement, 
when the maid, or her father, drops him for a better. 
The courtship comes to nothing; and, as it happens 
with the ship in the sea, the serpent on a rock, the 
eagle in the air, and the adulteress, nobody is tho 
Tfiser — no traces remain of the projected match, 
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Tlic affair on one side, would be a family secret; 
and tlie youth, whatever might be bis feelings, would 
not, I imagine, be fond of telling the story. 



The Cingalese sow a field after it has been watered, 
carrying a bag under the left arm. They proceed 
without the brisltness of a European sower; and 
seem to scatter the seed unevenly. 



Ecclesiastes, xii.S. And the griuR-hoppcr shall be a burden- 
It seems generally admitted, that ihe genuine 
reading is, " The loi^st shall burden itself;" and 
that the spare skeleton of the lucust was an ancient 
emblem of old age. Niebuhr met with an Arab, 
who drew a striking comparison between the locust, 
and other animals, reminding hiin of Rev. i.\. 



; — Seen on part of the veil's being blown aside. 



Salomon's Sang, v. 3. I have .watilied my feet ; how shall,! dufile 

Many Cingalese, as well as Hindoos, wash their 
feet before going to rest ; but I do not find that 
the former, when called, excuse themselves for not 
rising, under pretence of soiling their feet, as Uie 
latter do. 



lutifiil are Ihy feet witU slioes, 



Tbe bride's shoes are, with natives of rank ia 
Ceylon, and, I believe, generally in the east, made 
of velvet, richly ornamented with gold and silver, 
not uulike a pair la the tower worn by Queen Eliza- 
betb. 



Isaiah, lii. 16 — 34 And it sliall conie to pass, that instead 

nf u Bweet smell, there ghall l>e a lUnk ; and inatend of a 
girdle, a rent; and instead of well set hnir, baldness; and 
instead of a stomacher, a girding of sackcloth ; and buroing 
instead of beauty. See also chapter xidi. la — 10 ; Genesis, 
^^ix. 24; ExoduB, xiv. 30; 1 Samuel, ii. 8; Lamentations, 
iv. S. 

The retaliating principle of divine government is 
often observable. Besides the immediate purpose of 
manifesliug the divine displeasure, it saps the foun- 
dation of superstitiou. The inhabitants of the pluin 
were fire- worshippers, and were destroyed by the 
object of their adoration. The Egyptians were 
eminently careful of the dead;— and were drowned, 
washed ashore, degraded, and devoured. The 
plagues of Egypt rendered the objects of worship the 
sources of torment. — 1 Kings, xvii. 1. ; chap, xviii. 
38; James, V, 17, 18. — The Phosnecians worshipped 
the visible heavens — the agent of the earth's fertiUty. 
How very strikingly must their astrological predict 
tion», founded on past observation, have been falsi- 
fied! Baal's priests found they had no influence in 
procuring fire :^and no rain' descended but in answer 
to prayer to the God of Israel, and after idolatry iiad 
been legally put down. 



Cingalese children often wear a ring about their 
ankles. Malabar and Moor children wear rings hung 
about with hollow balls, which tinkle as they run. 





A Cingalese dancer, before he begins his capers, 
ornaments his legs with pieces of leather, covered 
with little bells, which in the course of his pranks, 
keep time with the tong-tongs. 



Isaiab, iii. 20. Tablet;. [Marg[a, houses of the tnJ.] 

See it finely explained by Mr. Parkhurst, under 
u/B], perfume boxes, or sm el ling-boxes. And, 
not unlikely, this is what Fsalm xlv. 8, alludes to : 
"Thy garments smell of myrrh, out of the ivory 
palaces, or boxes, whereby they have exhilarated 

thee." — Bate. Possibly Mr. Pope had some such 

criticism iu his eye, associated with the ideal meaning 
of »EiJ. to breathe, in writing, 



"Perfwme boxes are still in use among the Persian 
women, to whose necklaces — which fall below the 
bosom— is fastened a large box of suieels : — some of 
these boxes are as big as one's hand ; the common 
ones are of gold, the others are covered with jewels ; 
they are all bored through, and fllied with a black 
paste, very light, made of musk and amber, but of 
a very strong smell." — Complete System of Gtorj, 
in Parkhurst. 
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i. 21. The ilags and note Jewels. 
Many of the women belonging to a company of 
weHvera at Chilaw, who are from the continent of 
India, wear rings on their toes, as I had occnsion to 
observe when there, lu August, 1825, One woman 
had three gold ones on one foot. Their clothes 
altogether were very showy, A small jewel, in form 
resembling a rose, ornaments one nostril, of even 
the poorest Malabar woman. 



The reading, there is safficient reason to believe, 
sbonld be interrogative — "Hast thou not increased 
the joy ?" 



Isaiah, \1». 0. Hell [margin, or tlie grave] from beneatli is niOTed 

for thcE tumi^et lliee Bt thy coming.— lsaiali,xxiL. 16. What haat 

thouheie,andnboni hast thou here, that tJiou linst hewed thee 

out a 3e|mlchre here, as he that bewetli him out a »Gpu1chrc 

on high, and thatgraveth oil liabitutionfor bimself in a rock? 

Tbe most magnificent tombs were ciiambers liewn 

out of rocica — one or more brancbing off from a room 

at the enlraDce. — Hence tbe pbrases, goinff down to 

the sides of the pit — the house appointed for all 

living — the long Home — chamber of death. Some 

were built. Job, xxx. 23 ; Mattbew, viii. 28; Matt. 

xxiii. 28 i — aod others seem to have been common 

graves. 



Isaiah, xxii. 22. And tbe key of the house of David will I lay 
upon his shaalder: so he ^ball open,and uoncsballshut; and 
he shall shut, and none sball open. 

Servants entrusted witii the keys of premises, I 
bave ofteo observed, carrying them on tbeir shoulder 

strung together. 



Isaiah, xxx. 22. Ve shall defile also llie covering of thy graven 
images of silver, and the ornament of thy molten images of 
gold. 

Before the images in a Eudhnist temple, are 
curtains hang, wbicb are usually ragged and dirty, 
A metal image ia often kept in a kind of bag — pulled 
off to gratify a worshipper by a sight of it. 



w 



I, \A\l. 20. 
E:Ddft>rtlitl 



The fear of a failare of rain at the usual season, 
makes aa eastern cnltivator desirous of possessing 
fields contiguous to rivers, to avail liimself of thw 
water, in case of necessity. 



Kvii. 30. Because lliy rage against me, aud thy tamnl^ 
le op iiito mine eara ; therefore will t put my hook In ' 

thy nose, and my bridle in tby lips, and I tvlll turn thee back. 

by tlie way by whicli tbuu earnest. 

■■ As in Bengal, bollocks may in Ceylon be often 
li a ring in tli6 nose, to wbich a string is. 
f iastened, for the purpose of guiding them. 



Jauah, xl. 3, 4. The voice of him Ihat crielli in the wilderaeas. 
Prepare ye the way of Che Lord, make straight in the desert 
a highway for onr Ood. Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every monntain and hill sliall be made low : and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough places plain. — Sec also 
chap. ixli. 10. 
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Some days before a European of consequence, op] 
a chief of high rank comes on a journey, in India,' 
the roads are mended, bushes are cleared, — arches 
of leaves are prettily constructed ; and tlie road-sides 
are decorated with leaves fastened to string;B. Orders 
to this effect are issued by collectors of districts. 
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A cooley's load suspended at the two ends of a 
limber piece of wood carried on the shoulder, is not 
unlike a pair of scales. Between Matura and Galle 
are two conical hills, which the people understand 
vera dropt by a giant, when resting himself with 
bis burden, suspended like a cooley's pingo, or load. 
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Isaiali, xl. 32. He .... stretcheth out the beavens as\a curtain, 

and spreadetb them out as a tent to dwell in. — Isaiali, 1. 8. 

And the daughter of Zion is lel't as a cottage in a vineyard, 

OS a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city. 

Pavilions coDstructed for the accommodation of 

Europeans of faigb rank when travelling, or of 

uatives of consequence at feasts, correspond with 

the ideas suggested here. They are hung all ronnd 

'with cloth, ornamented with leaves and flowers; 

and the top, after being lined with white cloth, is 

decorated very prettily. From the Hebrew ^n«, 

says Mr. Parkhurat, is the Greek, Av\n, Latin, Aula, 

and English, Hall. From the same origin, comes 

?Tobably, the Cingalese, salawa, kail, bungalo. — 
n Isaiah, chap. i. 8, nsD, according to the best 
authorities, means a lodging-place for a watcher. — 
Cingalese fields and gardens, (and the usage is, I 
believe, general in the East,) have a small structure 
of sticks covered on the top, and by the sides, with 
leaves, just large enough for a man to rest in. It 
is, undoubtedly, to a place of this description, that 
the prophet alludeti. 



Isaiab, xlir, 30. He feedeth on aslie*. 

Native children are said to do so. — Au intelligent 
Cingalese informed me he saw a pregnant woman 
picking bits of cabouck atones out of a wall, for the 
purpose of craiinching them. Observing a poor 
woman at Matura, with several pieces of bricks and 
tiles, I enquired what she intended doing with them ; 
she said, with much simplicity, she had collected 
them for a pregnant friend of her's to chew and 
allay her anguish. When baked, the clay continues 
rather soft. 



lulah, xliv. 27. That saith to the deep, be dry ; and I will dry u[i 
thy rivers. 

A more perfect contrast can hardly be imagined 
D 2 
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r^aD between the beds of rivers in the dry and rainr 
1 ceasoti, in various parts of India. I crossed several 
■iieds of rivers in a journey to and from Jaifoa, 
tvbere little or no water was runoiog, but there was 
■^very trace of there having; been enough to float 
I small vessels. I paid going and returning, for cross- 
t iag a place whence the water had retired altogether, 
t It was near the Doric at Aripo. 



Kpalah, xlf ii. 2. Make bare the leg, i 



•A- tbe thigh, pais over 



^^H-or da 



This is very natural where people wear neither" 
trowsers, shoes, nor stocltings; and in a country 
having few bridges. Many people may be often 
seen together wading a river, to save the toU of a 
ferry. 



[Baiah, xlvii. 13. Lft now the astrologers, the starg^aiers, the 

monthly prognosticators, stand up and save thee trom tliEs* 

things that shall come upon tliee. 

A lata, or almanack of the Cingalese, often runs 

for only a month. It contains the changes of the 

moon — the lucky and unlucky periods — directions 

abont cultivation — the special times of worship at- 

the temples — and eclipses, if any. — The chief ^oyo, 

-or day of devotion, is at the full moon. 



_, xlix. 23, They shall bring thy sons in tlieir arnia, [mari 
bosim] and thy daughters sliail be cariied upon tl 
shoulders. 

So the Cingalese and Hindoos often carry their I 
children ; but generally as in chap. Ixvi. 12, " borne i 
upon her sides." I have seen two Malabar childretij j 
in two cloths, suspended at the ends of u stick, and | 
carried like any other burden. 



Isaiali, lii. 13— 16. Behold, my servant ehall deal pnidentlj, lie 
shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. As many 
were aatonished at thee; (hia visage was so marred mure 
than any man, and his form more than the sons oi'men ;) ao 
Bhall he aprinkle many nations; the kin^s shall shnt their 
moQtIiB at him : for that which had not heen told them shall 
they see, and that which they had not heard, shall they con- 
Imagine, says Calmet's Editor, a king, saying, 
" I consider my officer of state, wise and prudent, 
but in the eye of strangers, bis appearance is unpro- 
misiag; — they are astonished at him, especially 
when he welcomes them by dashing them with 
fragrant waters: but this arises from their un- 
acqnaintance with our manners, of which they are 
now getting some notion." Often have I at 
marriages among Cingalese, called this passage to 
mind, when the parties have been welcomed after 
the ceremony, by being dashed in this way. 



Isaiah, Ivlii. S The putting forth of ttie finger, and 

speaking vanity. 

lu Cingalese, the fore-linger seems designated 
from the word for quarrel, (dabaraya.) Dr. Lowtb 
reads, " the pointing of the Jinger and the injurious 
speech." The Cingalese when scolding, frequently 
extend and shake the fore-finger. — "And speaking 
vanity," Women may be heard uttering abuse 
against each other for hours in succession. 



Isaiah, Ixiii. I — 6, Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
dyed garments from Bozrah? 

This certainly refers, as Mr. Robinson and the 
most judicious commentators suppose, not to the 
crucifixion of Christ, as commonly thought, but to 
the exercise of his character as Judge, punishing 
the enemies of himself and his church. " The 
glorious person is a conqueror, not a suETerer. The 
blood on his apparel, staining his garments, is the 




blood of enemies, not his own. It is 
the nations, and tramples them i 
God smiting liirn. It is like tlie day of judgment, 
the year of his redeemed; but it differs from the 
time of his death, which though il was a day of 
vengeance to the Jews, was not a day of vengeance 
to the Edomites, and to all men both free and bond, 
ioth small and great, as this is said to be. He was 
alone, and there was none to help: he will be so 
at the day of judgment, for (Ac Father hath cont- 
milted all judgment to the Son," 
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[i.Jk»tiuith, vii. 34. Then will I cause to c 

Jadali, and from the streets of Jerusalem, ine voice ot miru 
and [lie voice of gladness; tlic voice of the bridegroom, an(. 
thevnicc of the bride: for the land shall be desulate. See 
also John iii. 3B, 29. 

In eastern marriage processions, music precedes 
the parties, and attracts the attention of the crowdj 
who express.their delight in loud acclamations, 

Ifereniiata, x. 2. Thns saith the Lord, Leam not the wa^ of ttiQ 
• heathen, and he Dot dismayed at the EigQs of heaven * 
1 the heathen are dismayed -■" — 






I The Cingalese are perhaps less under the inflnenca 
F superstitious fears than the Hindoos, but objects 
,[ terror which fright them from nndertakings of 
mportance, are trifling as they are numerous. 



'Veremlih, xiv. 4, Because the groiind it 
ndn in the earth, the i>loughmen wen 
their heads. 

The cracks in the earth in Bengal before the 
descent of the rains are in some places a cubit wide. 
—Towards the north of Cejloo, in particular, in 
bot seasons the earth is surprisingly chapt, 



A failure of periodical rain in India is o^en fatal 
to the crop, and followed by dearth and famine. 

Jercminb, \kw. 10. Moreover, I will take from them the voice of 
mirtli, and tlie voice of gladness, tJie voice of tlie bridegroom, 
and the voice of tlie bride, the sound of tlie millstones, and 
the light of the candle.— -Mattliew, xxiv. 41. Tiro women 
sliall be grindiiig at the mill ; the one shall be taken and Ibe 
oUier left. 
NarriQges of children of such persons as Mod- 
liars are scenes of festivity and joy. — Hand-mills 
worked by one or two women, may be seen very 
generally tbroughout the east. Their rumbling 
■ gives an air of bustle to the otherwise silent habi- 
tation. 

Jeremiah, nuv. 7. Neitlier shall ye build boose, nor sow seed, 
nor plant vinejard, nor have any : biit all your days ye shaU 
dwell in tents ; that ye may live many days in the iRnu where 
ye be strangers. — Isaiah, ikiii. 30. Neither shall the Arabian 
pitcb his teat there. 
The Bedoween Arabs are described as leading a 
wandering life ; and divided into small companies, 
who encamp in a spot about a twelvemonth at a 
time— dealing Vith the neighbouring villages, and 
paying to the Bey a tax for the use of the ground 
they occupy and cultivate. Sometimes they esta- 
blish themselves without caring for the government, 
and defraud the revenue of the lax. — See Gen. xxvi. 
16, and Esod. i. 9. Hence the anxiety of Abime- 
lech and Pharaoh, lest Isaac and Israel should master 
them. — Itis remarkable, that a detachment advanced 
to Colonel Capper's party, in number four hundred, 
— 'the same with Esau's guard, Gen. xxxii. 6. 



Eiekiel, xxiii. 40. And furtherninre tliatye have sent for men to 

come from far, unto wbom a messenger was sent ; and lo, 

they came : for whom thou didst wash thyself, paiotedet tbioe 

eyes, and deckedst thyself willi oi 
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Dancitig-boys in female dresses are darkened 
abont the eye-lids, and under tlie eyes. So are 
children, I am informed, (on being bathed wben ten 
days old,) with the soot of a brass lamp. 



Lamentations, i. I. How doth the city sit solitary tliat was full 

ti of people! How is she become as a widow ! She that was great 
K among the nations, and princess among the provinces, bow 
L is she become tributary! 
It appears that on the occasion referred to, a coin 
■was struck, representing a woman in tears, sitting 
under a palm-tree. 



Ezekiel, iv. I. Thou also, son ofmau, take thee a tiJe, and lay it 
before thee, and pourtray upon it the city, even Jeriisalcm. 

The tile was probably an undrJed one. — Lord 
Cornwallis got a good idea of Bangalore from a 
Brahmin, who acted as spy, and drew a plan of the 
place with great accnracy in a short time in moist 
clay. 



The Cingalese keep the stylus in a case stuck 
into the foldings of the cloth wrapped round the 
waist. The case is commonly a piece of cane seven 
or eight inches long, about the bigness of one's little 
finger. About it is a cord, with a noose to put over 
the head of the stylus to keep it from slipping oat. 
A knife is often furnished with a stylus, as an 
English one may be with a cork-screw. One of 
these is iu the writer's possession. 



Exekiel, iK. i. And the Laid said unto him. Go throaih the 
midst of the citj, throagh the midst of Jerusalem, and set a 
mark upon the tbreheadB of the men that sigb, and that cry 
for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. 



"The different seels of Hindoos, 
tiDguisliing mark of their sect npon 
with the powdered sandal-wood, or thi 
Ganges." — Malabar people in Ceylon 
seen marked tLia way. 




Ezekiel, KKxii. 2T. And they shall not lie with the might; that 
are falleu of the nncircumcbed, which are gone down to iiell 
with their weapons of war ; and tiley have laid their aword* 
under their heads. 

An ancient warrior's weapons were bnried witb 
him. The Cingalese sometimes denote rank this 
way. — Some trinket in modern times is occasionally 
put in a coflin, to signify the profession and rank of 
the deceased, — as a chalice for a bishop. An ec- 
clesiastical historian writes, — "The archbishop died 
about the same time ; and, poor man ! was buried in 
sacerdotal habits with two cups, and witb all tbe 
houonrs usually paid to the archbishops of Pragne. 
One hundred and sixty years after, bis remains, 
little more than cups, rags, and red hair, were re- 
moved to make room for tbe corpse of a Jesnit." 



Ezekiel, xxxiii. SO. Also, thou son of man, the children of thy 
people still are talking against thee by tlie walls, and in the 
doors of the hoases, and speak one to another, every one lo 
hii brother, saying, Come, I pray you, and hear what Is the 
ward that cometh forth from the Lord. 

The marginal reading, "of thee," in place of 
against thee, is unquestionably the preferable one, 
and harmonizes the connexion. — See note on Luke 



Daniel, i. }. And the king tpake unto Ashpenai, the master of 
his eonachs, that he should bring certun of the rhildren of 
' ael, and of the king's seed, and of the princes. 



It is well ascertaioed that tbe word ennnch, does 

not always signify wiiat is generally supposed, but 
an officer of state who occupies a certain post in the 
palace of an eastern mocarch. See margin. Genesis, 
XXX vii, 36. 



Daniel, ii, 4. O king, live for ever !— 1 Kings, i. 31 , Then Bath- 
stieba bowed with her face to the earth, and ilid reverence 
to the king, aod said, let my lord king David live tor ever ! 

The Cingalese salutation and farewell is, awibowan. 
May you live long .'—-Natives on receiving a favour, 
put their hands together and touch the donor's 
feet. 



Daniel, iji. 21. Then these men were bound in tlieir coats, their 
lioscn, and their hata, and their otlicr garments, and were cast 
into the midst of the bnrning fiery furnace. 

It should seem, the enraged monarch ordered these 
dissenters to execution in snch a liurry, that they 
were not divested of their official dress, — whether 
regimentals, or canonicals. Say canonicals (see 
margin) — their caps of office, whether trencher-caps 
or mitres, their gowns, and their cassocks. 



DEtnicl, V.27. Thon art weighed iu the balances, and art found 

wanting. 

The Great Mogul is weighed annually on his 
birth-day, and an account being kept, bis pliysicians 
report upon his health. Numbering the kingdom, 
may refer to counting coin by tale or weight. 



Hosea, iii. 1—3 Sol bought her to me for fifteen pieces 

of silver, and for an homer of barley, and an half-homer of 
barley. And T said unto her, Tliou shalt abide for me many 
days : thou shall not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be 
for another mail; no will I also be for thee. 



Stipolations are made by the Tartars for tempo- 
rary wives in a similar way — wbose value is ex- 
pressed by measures of millet, thoiigb money is in 
use. There is also a marriage in wbicb tbe parties 
agree to live together at siicii a price for sQcb a time. 
Our Lord in bis prohibition of hasty divorces is 
thought to glance at these usages ; and 1 Cor. vii. 3, 
" JJet every mati have [retain] Ms own wife; and 
every woman have [retain] her own husband;" pro- 
bably relates to marriages of the imperfect kind. 



Heb. a crack, hole, window. The Cingalese have 
DO notion of the use or a chimney, though Europeans 
have been so long resident among them, but con- 
slrnct their cook-rooms without any particular open- 
ing to let out the smoke. Hence they are almost 
sutfocating. In my Cingalese Dictionary, chimney 
is necessarily rendered, the smoke window. 



Amas,ii. 13. Beliold, I am preaacd under you, as a cart is pressed 
that is fiill of sheaves. [Mari;m, or I will preis youy place, oi 
a curl fuU a/ ilieacea jircaieth.') See nlso IsaiaL, xxviii. 37. 

The threshing-machine of Egypt and Arabia may 
-well illustrate these passages. It is a sledge in 
which the driver sits, drawn by oxen, and having 
three rollers with rings about them, which press out 
the grain, hut damage the reed. 



As if a mnn did flee from a lion, and a bear met 
vent into the houEe, and leaned bis hand on the 

a serpent bit iiim. 



.4f 

The walla of the houses in Ceylon and India, being: 
mud and sticks, usually aaplastered, (the marks of 
tlie fingers used in applying the clay remaining,) 
when with heat and age they shrink, are often in- 
fested with serpents. 



The roads in the interior of Ceylon are so narrow 
and bad, that a bell fixed to a bullock-cart is a great 
convenience, for indicating to the driver of another 
in the opposite directiou, the need of stopping in 
a place where they may conveniently pass each 
other. 



1 of Jeaus Christ, the 

A generation does not always denote an actual 
birth or life, but a period of time — say 36 or 37 
years. Thus the Babylonian captivity lasted two 
generations; and Matthew's names do not answer; 
bat his 14 periods from Abraham to David do. — 
The Arabs likewise trip from one great ancester to 
another, omitting the intermediate ones, till they 
reach the first patriarch. 



Matthew, i. 18. His mother Mary was espoueed to Joseph. 

A Cingalese or Hindoo couple is iisnally espoused 
some months, sometimes upwards of a year before 
marriage. Fre<iuently the match is concerted by 
parents from early life; and I have been told, fami- 
lies sometimes agree before the birth of children to 
promote matches between them. 



Mattbew, ti. IB. In Bama wa» there a voice heard, lamentBlton, 
and weeping, and great mooming: Bachel weeping for her 
children, anil would not be comforted because they are not. 

A Cingalese mother, like one among^ tbe Hindoos, 
expresses her grief in loud lamentations. " It is 
indeed," says Mr. Ward, "almost impossible to con- 
ceive of a scene more truly heart-rending, tlian that 
of a whole town of sncb mothers wailing over their 
massacred children." 




Matthew, iii. 4. And the same John had his raiment Af camel's 
bair, and a leathern girdle about his loins ; and his meat was 
locusts and wild boncy. 

Swarms of ants may in Ceylon be often seen. I 
am informed, that the sepoy cast attract them by 
burning a torch, which scorching their wings, they 
drop to the groand. After picking thera up and 
frying them with rice, the metis is divided, and sent 
round to their friends as a delicacy. The wild honey- 
comb, after it is fallen from a tree, may be often 
seen. See note on Psalm, ctx. 10. 



s mightier than I, 

A Budhnist priest may he often seen walking bare- 
foot, as the Cingalese usually go, with a boy behind 
him carrying his shoes, or rather, clogs or pattens. 
See note on Esodus, lit. 5. 



The orientals, says Volney, never call Jerusalem 
by any name bat the Holy. He thinks ils ety- 
mology indicative of all tbe high or holy places of 
antiquity. 



Mattliew, V. 2S. Agree with thine Bdvetsa.ry qnickly, wlulit thon 

art in the viay with him; lest at anj' dme llie adversary 
deliver thee to the judge, and the jadge deliver thee to the 
officer, and tbou be cast into prison. 

Satisfaction for money was forbidden by Moses, 
(Numbers, xx.xv. 31,) in instituting the cities of 
refuge; bnt among the Turks, criminals guilty of 
murder or manslaughter, are allowed up to tbe mo- 
ment of execution, to make up the matter by fine. — 
I have heard magistrates of long experience in 
Ceylon, say the natives frequently compromise mat- 
ters, when evidence against an offender is strong, but 
when doubtful, the probability of an acquittal in- 
duces him to risk a trial. 



lew, V. 41. Anil whosoever gimll eompel thee to go a mile, 
;o with him twain .^Esther, viii. 14. So the posts that lode 
ipon mules and emu els went out, being hastened and pressed 
n by tlie king's commandment. 

'^Colonel Campbell speaks of the power of Tartar 
guides to compel a supply of every necessary; and 
of their crueltv, tu show their consequence. It ia 
well known, that in ludia, the cooley cast in par- 
ticular, are liable every moment to be pressed for 
government duty. 



Matthew, vi, 2. Therefore when thon doest thine alma, da not 
sound a tiunipel before thee, as tbe hy|)ocrites do in the 
synagogues, and in the iti'eets, that ibcy may have glory of 

The Moors at giving alms to a company of pil- 
grims, blow a shell ; the Cingalese collect the people 
the same waj', or by beating the tong-tong. 



Ew, vi. 7. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitious, as 
e heathen do: for they tliink tlial tbey shall be heard for 
their much speaking. 



Heatbens, in general, repeat the same invocation 
a great many times. The vain repetitions of Malio- 
metans are well known. 



MatUiem, vi. ID. Lay not np for yoarselves treasaiea upon earth, 
vrhere moth aad rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal. See also James, v. 2, 3, 
Dr. Campbell retains the word treasures, but in a 
note observes that stores answers better to SBcottpej. 
A few moments in an Indian warehouse, would show 
the force of the observation, in the most striking man- 
ner. The white ants in particular, rapidly destroy 
timber, fnrniture, books, and apparel. On Thieves, 
see Job, xxiv. 16. 



Matthew, vii. !6, 27. And every one that heareCh these sayings 
of mine, and doetli them not, shall be likened unto a foolUh 
man, nhicli built his house upon the sand ; and the rain de- 
scended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house ; and it fell : and great was the IbU of iL 
People on the coast of India connected with 
fishing and maritime atTairs, construct huts in the 
dry seaaon on the beds of sand from which the river 
has retired. The sudden setiing in of the monsoon 
occasions tbem to be speedilyswept away by the vio- 
lent winds and incessant rain. 



Matthew, is. 33,24. And ivlien Jesu» came Into the rnlcr's 
house, and saw the minstrels and the people makinf; a noise, 
he said nnta them, Give place ; tor the m^d is not dead, but 
sleepeCh; and they laughed him to scom. — Jeremiali, ix. 
17, 18. Thus aaith the Lord of hosts. Consider ye, and call for 
the mourning women, that tliey may come ; and send for 
cunning women, that they mny come; and let them make 
haste, and take np a wailing for lis, that our eyes may run 
down with tears, and our eye-lids gush out wltli water. 

Mr. Parfchurst quotes from Dr. Shaw, a descrip- 
tion of the mournings usaat at Moorish funerals, 
which applies to the same people in Ceylnn. — 
" There are several women hired to act on these 



lugubrious occasions, who, like the Prsefica:, or 
uiuuroing women of old, are skilful in lameDtalion, 
(Amos, V. 16,} and great mistresses of these melan- 
clioly expressions, (that is as be had before remarked, 
of squalling out for several times together. Loo, loo, 
loo, in a deep and hollow tone, with several ventri- 
loqnous sighs;) and indeed they perform their parts 
with such proper sounds, gestures, and commotions, 
that they rarely fail to work up the assembly into 
some extraordinary pitch of tboughlfulness and sor- 
row. The British Factory has often been very sen- 
sibly touched with these lamentations, whenever 
they were made in the neighbouring houses." — A 
friend of the writer, soon after bis arrival in Ceylon, 
had bis sensibility wrought upon by incessant yell- 
ing in a house occupied by Moor people, on behalf 
of some one dead. Inquiring into the reason, be 
was told the noise was made by mourners, hired fur 
the purpose at so much a day !— I have many times 
been mucli distnrbed at night by noises uf this 
description, especially at Colombo, where the Mis- 
sion premises join a street occupied by Moors. The 
cries are heart-rending though made by hired per- 
formers. 



Mattlii?w, X. 12. And when ;e come into an house, sstule it. 
chap. KKv. 35. For I was an hiingred, and ye gave me meat : 
I HBB thirsty, and ye gave me driak : 1 was a stranger, and 
ye took me in. — Hebrews, xiii. 2. Be not forgetful to enter- 
Uun atrangers : for thereby some have entertained angels 



The Cingalese, like the Hindoos, enter the bouse 
of a stranger, when on a Journey, observing, I am u 
guest with you to-night. — Suspicion, from recent rob- 
beries, is the general reason for refusing. Then the 
traveller gives in his name to the constable of tlie 
village, and the people are required to admit him. — 
l^t is not usual, I believe, to receive any payment. 




Matthew, X.43. And nUosoever shall give to ' 

these little ones a cup of culd water only 

diiolple, verily I say unto you, He shall in 

reward. 

The Cingalese have water-pots capacious enough 
to hold some gallons of water, placed on a post, and 
usnally screened from the sun, and furnished with a 
ladle made of a cocoa-nut shell, witli a handle in it, 
for the accommodation of travellers. Sometimes a 
pillar is built with a cavity' fur the pot, not unlike an 
oven. At wells, by the road-side, a cocoa-nut shell 
is suspended by a cord for dipping water, and serving 
the purpose of a cup. — It is a real charity, and 
recommended by the Budhuist ethics as meritorious. 
— See note on Genesis, xxi. 25. 



Matthew, xi. le, IT. Bnt nhereonto shall I liken this generation I 
It is like unto eliildren sitting in the markets, and calling 
unto their felloni, and saying, We have piped onto you, and 
ye have not danced ; we have mourned unto yon, and ;e 
liavc not lamented. 

"It was the custom of children among the Jews, 
in their sports, to imitate what they saw done by 
others on great occasions, and particularly the cus- 
tom in festivities, wherein the musician playing a 
tune upon his instrument, the company danced to his 
pipe. So also in funerals, wherein the women sing- 
ing the mournful song, the rest followed, lamenting, 
and beating their breasts. These things the chil- 
dren acted and personated in the streets in play, and 
the rest not following their leader, gave occasion to 
this speech:— 'We have piped unto you, and ye 
have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and 
ye have not wept.'" — Burder in Newcomb. 



evi, xii. 4. David .... entered into the house of God, and 
id eat the shew-bread. — Exodu.q, xxv. 30. And than shalt 
■X upon the table shew -bread before me alway. 



" Shew'hread." Some read, bread of the presence ; 
others, face-bread. — A face, it appears, was stamped 
on the loaf. 



Matthew, xii. 20. A brniied reed Eliall he not break, and smok- 
ing flax shall he not quench, till be send forth judgment unto 
victory. 
In appealing from the Grand Vizier to the Grand 
Seignior, on special occasions allowed, the appellants 
put pots of fire on their heads, and rush into the 
presence. — Some speak of the aggrieved as standing 
at the gate with a match or wick lighted and smok- 
ing; others of numbers who attend the Emperor 
with burning straw on their heads. — Possibly Prov. 
XXV. 32, and Romans, xii. 21, may refer to such 
usages. 



MBtt!iew,xii.30. Bull Bay unto you, That every idle word that 
men shall s|)eaJi, they Eliall give account thereof in the dB<r 
of Judgment. 
"Idle word," Dr. Campbell reads. Pernicious 

word, — referring, undoubtedly, to the impious asser- 

tioQ of the Pharisees, that Clirist cast out demons 

by the power of Satan. 



Herodias's haste to secure the baptist's head, is 
accounted for, by consideritig, that had Herod been 
allowed to grow sober, he would have satisfied the 
girl with some reward, A Persian Monarcli, when 
drunk, gave a dancing-girl a palace; but the next 
morning, being expostulated with, he ordered her a 
sum about £200. — The Grand Seignior had the 
heads of some officers exposed in large silver dishes, 
with labels denoting their crimes. 



Miittbcw, xviii. 18. Verily I say unto yoii, 'WTiBtaoeTer ye shall 
bind OD earth, shall be boaad in heaven ^ and whaUoever ye 
shall loose on eartb, shall be loosed in heaven. 
This passage, it should seem, refers not to sins 
against God, any further than they injare our neigh- 
bour. Hence Peter, no ways perplexed as with a new 
doctrine, merely inquires about the frequency of 
exercising forgiveness. The Jews, surprised at the 
. authority exercised by Christ, inquired. Who can 
forgive sin but God only? Yet forgiveness of onr 
sins against God, is incompatible with an unforgiving 
spirit towards our brethren, Mark, xi. 25, 26. So 
in the Lord's Prayer, Forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive them that trespass against us. Compare 
Leviticus, xvi. 17, with Matthew, v. 23.— With 
respect to the declarative power of remission with 
which the apostles were endowed, Matthew, xvi. 
19, and John, xx. 23, if it extended to any thing 
beyond the passages referred to, it may be supposed 
to have been connected with the power of discerning 
spirits, conferred among other gifts for the estab- 
lishment of Ibe Christian dispensation, which Peter 
was to open to the Gentiles. Matthew, xvi.lS. 



Matthew, xviii. 25. But forasmucb as be had not to pay, bis lord 
coiniaanded hltn to he sold, and his v/'ifu and children, and all 
that he had, and paymeat to be made. — Hee Deuteronomy, 
vi. 21 ; Genesis, xliii. 18 ; 2 Kings, iv. 1. 

It is a principle of the Gentoo laws, that one who 
is victualled by another in famine, becomes his slave, 
as well as an unredeemed bondman. It seems likely 
that the ostensible reason for detaining the Hebrews 
in slavery, was their being supported by Egyptian 
benevolence; the new Pharaoh, (probably a foreign 
conqueror, who brought his own officers of army and 
state with him,) nut caring about the merits and 
services of Joseph. The case of such with their 
umsy be seen in the passages referred to. 




Matthew, xiit.SJ. And again I taynnto yoD, It is o 
cuuel to go througii the eye of a needle, than for a 
to enter into the kingdom of God. 
A proverbial form of speech sng^gested by the 

low entrances to the enclosares round an Eastertk 

house, so made as to exclude thieves on the back of 

camels. 



P. 



Matlhew,XKi. IS, 13. And Jesus went into the temple of God, and 
cast ont alt them that eold and bought in the templi?, and 
overthrew the tables of tlie money-eh angers, and the seals of 
them that sold doses, and said unto thcni, It is written. My 
boDse shall be called Ihe house of prajei ; but ye have made 
Itaden of thieves, 

' There was amongst the Jews a certain right, 
called jus zehtarium, or the right of zealots, — 
whereby private persons, acted by a zeal for God, 
might do immediate eKecution upon some malefac- 
tors, without expecting the sentence of any court of 
judicature. And some conceive, that our Saviour, 
by this right of zealots, did whip the buyers and 
sellers oat of the temple, and overturn the tables of 
the money-changers, because he was never questioned 
by the Jews for it. Bat this was then a legal and 
regular thing, permitted by the public laws of that 
nation in some certain cases, yet so as that those 
zealots were afterwards accountable to the Sanhedrim 
for what they did." — Cudworlh. " Money-changers." 
Moormen, whose business it is to give cash for notes, 
may be seen sitting in public places in Ceylon, writh 
heaps of coin before them. On observing a person 
with a note, or in want of their services, they 
earnestly solicit bis attention. 



Matthew, xxl. 44. 
broken : but o 

"In this passage, Christ is supposed to allude to 
the different methods of stoning to death then prac- 




lised. When a crimiDal was stoned to death, they 
threw him headlong fiom no eminence, iu such a 
mitniier as to dash him against some great stone; if 
this did not dispatch bim, they threw another upon 
him, thereby to crush him in pieces." Lamy vi 
Newcomh. 



It shoold seem the Homans received tribute, ia 
coin of their own stamping; for the Jews abhorred 
images so uinch, as not to allow a carver or painter 
to hve in Jerusalem after the captivity. Among 
the most ancient British coins extant, are those 
marked TAXIA, considered by antiquarians to have 
been minted for paying tribute to the Romans, vjho 
refused coins not their own. 



3 day came to him the Saddac 



" No fwlure life." — Campbell. This reading, for 
the propriety of which, see the Doctor's note; 
renders the different parts of the paragraph consis- 
tent, whereas the doctrine of the resurrection was 
but a part of what the Sadducees denied.— See also, 
Acts, xxiii. 8. 



Matthew, ixii. 34. Muter, Moses said, If a mau die, having no 
children, liia brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed 
uiilo his brother. 

The Hindoo sagos, says Mr. Ward, have given a 
law precisely similar to this; and the Cingalese ob- 
serve the same usage. 



UitUiew,xilii. 8— 10. But be not j'e called Rabbi: for aneb 
yitur Master, even Cbrist; and alt ye arc bretlirf^n. And 
call no man your fathEr upon the earlll : for one is your 
Father, wbicb ii in heaicn. Neither be ;e called masteri ; 
for one is your Master, even Christ. 

Budiiuist priests, according to their degrees, are 
styled Sanja^raja, the revered king, or pontiff; 
Nayaka, the high priest; Pandittaya, the adept; 
Tirrunnansy , the expounder ; and Gooroondnsy, the 
preceptor. 



Mattllew, xxiii. 24. Ye blind gaidpa, which strain at (ont) a gnat, 
and swallon a camel. — froverbs, vi. 13. He winketh witlibts 
eye, Ite speakcth with Lis feet, be teachetb wilk his Sogers. 

There are Arabic proverbs extant, answering to 
these and other such passages. 



Matthew, xjtiii. 27. Woe unto yon, scribes and pharisees, hypo- 
crites t for ye are like unto whited sepulchres. 
I have been often reminded of this when observ- 
ing the tombs In Ceylon undergoing a white- washing, 
tbongh the ones here alluded to, were, I suppose, 
introduced by the Dutch,— the natives following the 
model where they could go to the expense. They 
consist of a small room built to lodge the coffins in, 
having on the top an ornament in Ibe shape of one. 
There are magnificent tombs in Kandy, wherein ara 
deposited the remains of the royal family. The 
Budhuist mausoleums, one of which is usually con- 
structed near a temple, and in which a relic of Bnd- 
hu is said to be deposited, look handsome while ihey 
coDtinue white-washed and in repair, but at length 
they have an appearance uf gloomy solemnity. 



Matthew, xxiv. 2G. Wherefore if they shall say untoyou, Behold, 
he is in Ihe, desert ; go not forth : behold, he is in the secret 
cliBinbers; believe it not. 
"Behold, he is in the desert." " In snch an hermi- 
tage, or blind chapel, built in a bye-place, to the 



hononr of such a saint, as oar liaay of Loretto, Hall, 
or Sichtm, Behold, he is in the secret chambers, 
or conclaves, ('of Cardinals, Ifc.) or cupboards, aa 
the breadeii-god borne up and down in a box, or on 
an altar, and worsbipped by the common people." — 
I^app. See also Gak's Court of the Gentiles, III. 
Book 2, chap. 3. 



Matthew, xXTii.Sl. Aud behotd, the veil of the temple was rent 
ill twain from tiie top to the bottom. 

The veil of the temple was not unlike a Tarkey 
carpet. The fact of its being rent from top to 
bottom — not from bottom to top, shows the miracle 
the more remarkably, and the accuracy of the Evan- 
gelists. 



Marii, ii. 1. And when tliey couid not come nigh unto him for 
the jtreBs, they uncovered the roof where he was : and when 
they had broken It np, they let down tUe bed wherein tlio 
sick of tlic palsy lay. 

In case tbis happened in a house like many in 
India, nothing could be easier. A plank or two 
might be started from the top balcony or viranda in 
the back court, where the congregation was probably 
assembled, and the man let down in his bammock. 
2 Kings, i. 2. Abaziab, it may be, fell from the top 
viranda by the breaking of a rail. The nearest 
likeness I can think of would be the front of a gallery 
in a chapel or theatre. 



Mark, ii. 19, 90. And JesDB said npto Gieia, Can the children of 
the liride'cliainher fast while the bridegroom is with them? 
as long as they liave the bridegroom with tliem they cannot 
fast. Bnt the days will come, when the bridegroom Ehall be 
taken away from them, and then shall they tost in those days. 

Mr. Ward's remark on this passage, with respect 
to the Hindoos, applies to Ceylon also, and pro- 
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bably to the East in general. Large parties of 
friends belonging both fo the bride and bridegroom, 
attend on both during the wedding-day, who may 
very properly be called the children of the bride- 
chamber. On the following day, when the bride- 
groom leaves the house of Lis father-in-law, the 
attendants are filled with sorrow, especially the near 
relations. 



- BIark,vii.ll — 13. BiityemamtaiD.ifamaiiBa^ to father or mother, 
H| Be it corbiin, (that is, devoted,) whatever of mine shall profit 
r thee ; he must not thenceforth do ought for liis father or his 
W niotber, thus, invalidating the word of God, bj tbe tradition 
[ which ye have establiahed. — Campbtiri VmU/B. 



Hark, xiv. 14. And vrberesoever he sball go in, say ye to the 
good man of the hauite. The Mnster saith, where is the guest 
chamber, where I shall eat the passover with my diadples ! 
As among the Hindoos, respectable householders 

among the Cingalese have a room reserved for the 

accommodation of strangers. 



Hark, xiv. 20. And he answered and said unto Ihem, It is one 
of the twelve, that dippetb with me in tbe dish.— John, xiii. 
. 26. — Jeans answered, Ue it is to whom I shall give a sop 
when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop be 
gave it to Jadae Iscariot, tbe sun of Simon, 
Persons closely attached among the Cingalese as 
well as theHindoos, occasionally eat off the same plate, 
or leaf. If I recollect aright, Dubois says, the hus- 
band and wife do so on the marriage day, but never 
after. And on that occasion, among the Cingalese, 
each party monlds a ball of rice and presenis it to 
the other. The incident relating to Judas, is pro. 
bahly designed to mark the contrast in his behaviour 
the more strongly. 



Mark, xiv, 51, S3. And tbere followed him a certain joung man. 
having a linen clath cast aboat his naked body; aud tlie 
young men laid hold on him : and be left lite linen cloth, and 
fled from them nalted. 
In chill mornings, I have often seen natives with 

the cloth in which they slept, held by their two hands 

over their shoulders, and Hying behind. 



The Moors have portions of the Koran written on 
boards painted white, some sizes larger than a slate 
of the largest size in English schools, and which 
serve for school books. 

Lake, ii. T. And ihebrought forth her first-born son, and wrapped 
lum in EwaddiiDg-clotbes, and laid him ia a manger; because 
there was do room for Ihem in the inn. 
The swaddling-clotlies of the Virgin were pro- 
bably splendid and royal, denoting ber descent ; 
otherwise it is JiHicult to conceive, how they could 
serve to designate the birth of a Saviour in the 
city of David. Verse 12. and Job, xxxviii. 9, — 
most probably deoote, being put up in ornamented 
clolb, woven, it should seem, by the mother in 
ber virginity; — not slips of cloth like those by 
which the bodies of babes are tightened by European 
nurses. — It is an ancient and highly probable opi- 
nion, that Christ was born in a cave or grotto, nsed 
occasionally by travellers in housing their cattle. A 
manger made of a log of wood, hollowed like a 
canoe, like those used in Ceylon and called eating 
canoes, would serve as a convenient cradle, easily 
rocked. — None of Ibe words rendered Inn, wbere- 
ever tbey occur in the Scriptures should be so trans- 
lated. Every European traveller knows, to his 
great inconvenience, there are no such places in the 
East. A cajie, caravansera, choultry, or rest-house, 
consists of bare walls, set apart for the accomrao- 
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tioa of travellers; wbo must carry tbeJr bedding^l 
Ichen nteiisits, and provisions along wilh them. I 
WD friends of the writer, influenced byEuropeaa] 

, set out for Colombo from Point de Galle, as 
f goings from Loudon to York; aod an unpleasant 
Journey of it they bad !— In this passage, naTuXu^u, 
Beootes a place of untying — the burdens of the ca- 
ralcade for rest. Luke, x. 34, TntfJox'""- denotes B^ 
ceceptacle open to all comers. Both kinds uf plat 
leem imported by n^aa, in Genesis, xlii. 27. 



44. But tliey, BDppos 
pany, irent b day'sjoiirney 
kinsfatk and accjuauitaiice. 
Tbe crowds who at festivals, go to particulai 
places of worship in Ceylon, are not to be compared 
^^^■•Ibr namber, with those of Bengal ; but a great many 
^^^^hmay be seen on the road together, at a distance from 
^^^^R^e place of resort, with tbeir offerings, and cookini 
^^^Btttensils. Tbey return bonie in companies as thai 

^^^■.Xiuki!, iv. 17. And there ivas delivered nnto Lim tlie hook of th 

I^^^H' propliGt Csaius: Bsd when be had opened the book ,. 

^^K Unrolled the look, rather. Jeremiah, xxxvi. 2, 3L 
^^^^ — for leaves, read columits. Tbe books were doubb 
less scrolls of parubmcut, written like those used 
in the Jewish synagogues. The rendering of thf 
Septuagiut in Psalm, xl. 7, and the Greek of Hen 
brews, x. 7, mean tbe head of the book, probabiji 
a ticket fixed at tbe end of the scroll denoting 
its subject, as at the end of a rolled map, suppose;—* 
answering the purpose of a label on a book bound in 
the Enropeau manner.— Job, xix. 23, 24. — Cinga- 
lese books in Kandy, have been written on thin plates 
of brass, much like copper-plate. I have s 
consisting of about forty leaves, — each, say eighteen „ 
long, and two and a half broad. — Aevelatio 



V. 1, seems to denote a book consisting of leaves in 
themselves detached, but fastened at the back, or 
by a string ma through a bole, as some books are 
prepared toe the purpose of reference in conducting 
the service of the synagogue, — or as we string loose 
papers on a file. — A scroll agrees best with its being 
written within and on the backside, and with being 
sealed with seven seals ; but not with the circnm- 
stance of a separate revelation, as the seals were 
in snccession broke open, unless John observed and 
counted the seals as they were opened ; — but I have 
met with no opinion altogether satisfactory. 



ke, y'u. 44 — 46. And he turned to tLe wommi, and said unto 
SimuD, ijeest thou. Ihia woman ? I entered into thine houEC, thou 
gavcst me no water for oiy feet : but she lialh washed my feet 
with tears, and wiped tliem wltli the haiii of lier head. Thou 
gavcat mc no kiaa : but tliis woman Hince the time I came in, 
hHth not ceased to kiss ray tcct, M; liCHit with oil tbou didst 
not anoint : bat this womiut hath anointed my feet with oint- 



The Cingalese, several times a week, oil their 
hair, particularly after bathing. A composition, of 
which oil was a principal ingredient, was used for 
purposes of consecration, as everyone knows; — and 
the usage was perhaps a refinement on the practice 
of moistening the hair with oil, in which the Jews 
evidently observed the quality of the person anointed. 
The passage above, is in several respects agreeable 
to the manners of the Ceylonese. Water is brooght 
on the arrival of a visitor, to wash his feel, — friends 
on meeting, embrace each oilier, — the stranger in 
dressing, is assisted in oiling his head, — (au ofBce 
occaaioaally performed for a husband by his wife) — oil 
too, is sometimes rubbed on the joints and feet. — It 
does not appear, that the woman broke the alabaster 
box: of very precioas ointment to pieces, but, as we 
say, broke it open. The rendering, in our version, 
though somewhat nbscure, shows the aim of the 
E 2 
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ti'anslators to keep as close as possible to the ori- 
ginal.' To turn commeDtator lor a moment: — A 

minister of Christ, on being; received with inatten- 
tions as gross, and suspicions as groundless as those 
of Simon, should imitate his Master, by qnietly let- 
ting things pass, till an opportunity oiTers of dealing 
out admonition in a manner so liandsocne. — Those 
who suppose a minister should be so devotional as 
to be perfectly insensible to the concerns of life, — 
and likely to improve in Christian virtue by neglect, 
contempt, and bad usage, on the part of those who 
should esteem him very highly in love for his work*', 
sake, may do well to consider the above-mentioned 
practices of Jews and Heathens, , 



Luke, viii. 14. And a iroman ........ came behind liim, anil 

touvlied the border oriiia garmeiit. 
"Border." Matthew, ix. 20, "hem." Campbell 
reads, tuft. At each corner of a Jewish mantle was < 
a bunch of strings, designed to remind the wearer of' 
Ins religious profession. Numbers, jxv. 38; Deu- 
teronomy, xxii. 12. It was doubtless one of these 
ornaments that the woman touched. 



by t)ie way.~.lLKEkiel, xxxiil. 3D. Also, 
' ■" -' 'jslillare talking' 

the doon 

the ward 



D^ainat thee [margin, iif Ihec] by the walls, and 
ot the hooseg, and speak one to another, ever 
' brother, saying. Come, I pray you, and hear wha 
that cometli Ibrlh from the Lord. 



The Arabs are inquisitive to strangers; so are the 
oastern^i, it should seem, in general, having much 
time for chit-chat. Many times on the passing of a 
palanquin before a company of loungers, have I 
heard the interrogation kowdah? — joAwi' putto the 
bearers. — There seems an illnsion to the general 
inquisitiveness, in John, xvi. 5. Btit now I yo my 
iD«y to him that sent me; and none of you asketk vie. 
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Whither goest thou? Our Lord prnliibits tlie seventy 
from loitering and gossiping, — urgiDg them to baatea 
on to the places with the good tidiags. — The Cin- 
galese have small houses, built of wood sometimes, 
and covered with tiles, having benches for travellers 
to rest themselves, and on which the)' sit and talk. 
The boose consists bat of a single room, without a 
door or window ; and open all round, above breast 
high. 



Luke, X. 42. But one thing is neerlfal : and Mar^ liath chosen 
that good part, whicli sliall not be token away from her. 

Em? Si iti xs""' "This," says Doddridge, "is one 
of the gravest and most important apothegms that 
ever was uttered ; and one can scarce pardon the 
frigid impertinence of T/ieopkylact and Basil; who 
explain it as if he bad said, one disk of meat is 
enout/k." "And yet, says Mr. Parkhnrst, very con- 
clusively, T cannot lielp thinking that those Greek 
expositors were in this instance, better critics than 
the English divine, whnse judgment seems to have 
been warped by an early and long use of our common 
translation. But to the point: Em{ is plainly op- 
posed to the immediately preceding no^xa, and what 
can this word mean but jnattif things to eal ? about 
which, Martha's jreXAn JiaKs.>a, verse 40, had been em- 
ployed? Enjf therefore should mean one thing, or 
dish, to eat of. Again, the words Em? Sc m y^ua are 
followed by Ma^iK ae — BUT (not and, as in our 
version,) — Marg — which manner of expression most 
properly and generally marks a transition to a dif- 
ferent subject." 



Luke, li. T. And he from within shall answer and say. Trouble 
me not ; the door is now shot, and my children are with me iD 
bed ; I cannot rise and give thee. 

" / and my children are in 6e(f,"~Campbe]l, The 
whole it seems, reposing in the same room, — not in the 



same bed. A Cingalese family commonly sleep in 
the same room, each bed consisting of a mat and 
piliow for one adnlt. They sleep so sound, tliat to 
call up one is to distorb the rest. 

i. 3. For there is nothing caTered, that sball uat be re- 
led. 

' Covered, veiled, ■ — masked, as comedians weret 
^The Cingalese perform masquerades; and the 
Malabar;] are said to act comedies very skilfally. 



Lake, xiv. 28— SO. For which of you, iateadiog lo build a tower, 
sittetli not down first aad couDteth the cost, trhethei' he havjC 
siifiicieiit to finish it? Lest hapl^, after he batli laid tlie fonn- 
dation, and is tiot able to finish it, all that behold it begin tA 
mock him, saying, Tills man began to build, and was not abh 

The tedioasness of eastern midertaiings forcibly 
strikes a European. Budhuist temples are commonly 
many years erecting. It seems, the natives oftea 
plan a dwelling-house, and after completing a room 
or two for immediate occupation, proceed with the 
rest as they have the means, or inclination. Many 
buildings fallto ruins without completion. Observing 
a house near Amlamgoddy somewhat on a European 
model, in almost the same unfinished state for years, 
I asked a Cingalese youth of eighteen or twenty, how 
long it had been in hand. Ue laughed, and £ 
during the whole of my age — meaning his life 
ever since his remembrance. 



Luke, XV. 25. Now his elder son was In the field ; and -a 
came and dreir nigh to the house, lie heard tnuMC 
dancing. 

The music and dancing were probably by people 
bred to the profession, and hired for the pnrpos 
as in India. The Turks make magnificent fttes c 
the return of their sons, — as from pilgrimage. 



A broker by tlie Gentoo law, 13 allowed in lieu of 
wages, to cbeat the principal of 10 per cent, of bis 
profit. It ia thought the behaviour of the unjust 
steward may be set, by reference to this custom, in 
ao improved light. — Mr. Ward observes, "In car- 
rying ou a running account with a tradesman, it is 
common among the Hindoos, for the buyer to re- 
ceive from the hands of tbo seller a daily account of 
the things received; and according to this acconnt, 
written on a slip of paper, and which remains in the 
bands of the buyer, thu person is paid." 



Luke, XX. 10. AndatllieteasonleBCDtaservanttathelmtband- 
men, that tbey should give him of the fniit of the viueyard : 
but tiie husbandmen beat him, aad seat him away empty. 

A Cingalese cultivator borrows a bag of seed 
rice, engaging to returti a hog and half after har- 
vest ; — if it be not returned, three bags and a half 
are due next harvest. If not then paid, a bond is 
executed, acknowledging having received three 
bags of the lender, to be returned with interest. 
Captain Knox, when a captive in Kandy, sncceeded 
in maintaining himself by corn-lending. Great 
part of the public revenue is paid in kind. See on 
Dent, xxiii. 20. 



•n ibem arc called benefactori, 

Benefactors. — A title assumed by the foreign 
masters, to soften the harshness of monarchical pre- 
tensions. 



ilu, xxlii.ll. Foriftliey do these thlogiin a green tree, taliat 
•twllbe done In the dryi — See HecUariali, xii. 0. 
E 4 




Niebubur mentions with reprobation, the unskilful 
method of feliin^ trees by setting tire to the root, and 
keeping it burning till the tree falls. Bruce men- 
tions whole forests whose underwood and vegetation 
are thus consumed.— In Ceylon, trees are frequently 
brought down hy burning them near the root. It is 
done for want of proper tools, I am told, the wood 
being very hard. 



John, i. 14. And the word was made Beth, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his gloiy, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and tnith.— I Sain, iii, 21. And the 
Lord appeared again in Shiloh : for the Lord revealed bimaeir 
to Samuel in Sbiloh by the word of the Lord. 
It appears from Bruce, that an officer, styled tlie 
Voice ur Word of the King, hears ambassadors, and 
steps up to the king behind a curtain, and brings 
His Majesty's message. See every account of an 
ambassador's visit to the Grand Seignior, who never 
himself answers, but directs hia vizier to speak for 
him. — So in Europe, the King of France directs 
the Keeper of the Seals to speak in his name ; — 
and so the Lord Chaacellur in England, pro- 
rogues the Parliament by His Majesty's pleasure, 
using the King's name, though in the royal presence. 
It is possible that what Mr. Bruce relates, was also 
a Jewish usage — hence perhaps the frequency of 
the form of speech. Elisha, 2 Kings, v. 10, assumed 
state, and sent a messenger. So 1 Kings, xiii. 9. — 
Joseph's brethren knew not that Joseph heard what 
they said to one another, because the interpreter 
was between them — not of languages, it should seem, 
for Joseph asked, Is your father well? and said to ' 
Benjamin, Gad be gracious to tfiee viy son. 



JofaD, i. Gl> Verily, verily, I say nntoyou .... 

The duplication of words in Scripture is agree- . 
ble to the genins of eastern languages, and indeed 



observable in tke earnest utterance of children. The 
Cingalese continaative participle is repetitive : 
doowa-doowa, is, lamuog, running. Tbe Hebrew of 
Genesis, ii. 17, (In the day that thou eatest thereof, 
dying, thou shall die,) may be literally given in Cin- 
galese witliout any violence of langnage. 



John, ii. 9. The governor of the feast called the bridegraom. 

What pify but painters before they draw pictures 
of Jewish histories, would acquaint themselves with 
Jewish manners ! What a number of pictures have 
we bad of the last supper, as if it had been celebrated 
after the manner of sitting at meal in Europe 1 The 
Jewish table was in fact three, set in form of tha 
Greek n, outside which were three couches for 
reclining on. The middle of the upper couch was 
the place of the director or president. The smallest 
number of guests was usually three, and the largest 
nine. The deacon or servant in the middle space 
arranged tiie dishes. Luke, xxii. 37. Compare with 
the foregoing, Luke, vii. 36; John, xii.3; John, 
xiii. 5; John, xiil. 23. It shonld seem, Luke, x. 
39, and Acts, xxil, 3, with Deuteronomy, xxxiii. 3, 
should he referred to the sofa alone, or a carpet 
spread out for the teacher to sit on with his pupils 
about him. 



John, iv. t]. The woman aaith nnto him. Sir, thou hast nothing 
lo draw with, and ihR well is deep : froin wliencp Ihen hast 
thou that living water! 

Travellers in those parts carry buckets with them, 
made of leather, for the purpose of dipping water. 
The Cingalese and Moors sometimes carry a cala- 
bash, or some such thing, which answers the same 
end. 




Indostan abounds witi) hif/h places, where it is 
considered a duty to worship. Tbere are mauy such 
in Ceylon, particularly Calteragamy and Adam's' 
Peak. Tlie latter is by the uatives called Sree 
Paday, or the handsome fool. 

Jolin, viii. 6. TUU Uiey said, tempting him, tliat tliey might liave 
to accuse him. But Jcaus stoopc<l down, and with liis fiugec 
vrote on tlie groiiud, m though he heard them not. 

Mr. Ward remarksj that in Bengal, schools are 
frequently held under trees, and that children leara 
to write letters by marking them in the dust. la 
Ceylon, a sanded board serves the purpose. The 
stick in the hand of the teacher serves both for 
sweeping the letter (which the pupil traces with his 
ticger, or with another bit of wood,) and for obli- 
terating the marks. 



John, ix.2. And hU disdi'lcs asked him, saying, Master, who 
did gin, this man, or liia parents, llmt he was born blindf 
— Matthew, xvi. 14. And tliey said, Some say tliat thou art 
JohD the Baptist ; some Elias ; and others Jeremias, or one 
of the prophets. 
The Hindoos and Ceylonese very commonly attri- 
bute their misfortunes to the transgressions of a 
former state of existence. I remember being rather 
struck with the seriousness of a cripple, who attri- 
buted his condition to the unknown fault of his for- 
mer life. His conjecture was, that he had broken 
the leg of a fowl. — Offerings are made wi(h a v 
to an honourable or happy birth at the next trans- 
migration. 



John. xiii. 10. Jes 




Campbell reads. He who hath heen iafhlng. 
Hence the observation applies very naturally to 
bathing any where. In hot climates, bathiu^ is 
reckoned ainoDg the necessaries of life. The Cin- 
galese usually bathe three times a week : on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Saturday, Portuguese people 
bathe commonly on Saturday or Sunday. Cingalese 
servants of Europeans ara content to bathe once a 
week, — nearly at the same hoar. 



Acts, X. 11. Peter went up upou the Louse-lop to pray, about the 
lixth hour. 

Some of the rich Hindoos have a room on the top 
of the bonse, in which they perform worship daily. 
The Cingalese sometimes have a small apartment 
for the purpose, in which an image is placed, before 
which the devotee makes liiti how, and presents odo- 
riferous flowers. 



Ar.ti, xvlL 18. Hb seemeth to be a letter Tortb of strange gods. 
Verseas. I found aa altar wifli thiE tascription, To Ihe ud- 
known God.— Judges, v. S. Tliej chose new gods. 

It is very common for the Cingalese to speak of a 
new God; and also of an unknown God. 



Romans, ii. 4. Wiio arc Israelites; to whom' pertalnelb tlie 

Adoption is first, when a man or woman baviog no 
issue, adopts a child. This was the case with 
Ishmael, and the children by the handmaids of Ra- 
chel and Leah. 2d. A parent having a daughter, 
(1,) marries ber to a man, who, in consequence of 
such marriage, he adopts as a son. (3,) When he 
adopts the children or the eldest son of bis daughter 



by sach marriage. 1 Chronicles, ii. 21^ ExoHqe, ii. 
10. Adopted sons are put into genealogies. Totbe 
honour of tiie natives of Ceylon, and tlie country- 
born people likewise, instances of adoption are not 
unfreqaent. 



Romaos, i, 15. How beautiful are tlie Tcet of tbem that preach 
tliK gospel of peace, and bring glad tidiags of good tbiogi. 
See Isalab, lii. 7. 

The messenger's feet, soiled by walking enpe- 
ditioQsly in sandals, or barefoot, arc in fancy rendered 
beautiful by the excellence of his tidings. 






>t rich men oppress you, and dr 






^fore the judgment- 



The Archbishop of Athens holds a kind of tribunal, 
at which the Christians have their affairs decided, 
without troubling the Turkish magistrate. — Rulers 
indeed have in some ages overburdened churchmen, 
and at length subverted their own authority, by en- 
larging llie boundary of ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 



Would not the sense of the Apostle he better ex- 
pressed by. Let him that most confidently/ standeth, 
take heed lest he fall? See Romans, xi. 20. So in 
1 Corinthians, vii. 40 ; And I am covfident also, that 
J have the Spirit of Gorf.— Compare John, v. 39. 



Aiid (vben be had given thanks, he brake il, and aaid. Take 
eat ; this is mj body, which is broken for j>on ; this do in re- 
membrance ofmc. 

The Jewish bread beiug baked in rouad thin por- 
tions, and apparently impressed in divisions, was 
easily broken. Matthew, xxvi. 26; Mark, xiv. 32; 
Luke, xxii. 19. 



The Apostle seems to proceed on the supposition 
of the impropriety of laying aside the known tokens 
of mastery and subjection, whatever they were; bat 
apart from the spiril of his suggestions, they seem 
of local and temporary application. 



1 Corinthians, \i. 10. For this cause ought the woman to have 
powt'r oa her head because of the angela. [Margin, Thai ti 

u covering, in ngn that ihe il lav/cr the jwuvr of btr Aus&onil,] 

Because of the angels — messengers. St. Paul's 
edncation had an influence on bis religions expres- 
sions, even when writing to Gentile converts ; and I 
should suppose he recollected the curtains of the 
temple figured with cherubs, indicative of the pre- 
sence of the invisible world; — and in his somewhat 
mystic, though ol\en eminently beautiful manner, 
alludes to the spies sent by their enemies to notice 
their behaviour, then occasionally dishonoured by 
extravagance. See 1 Corinthians, xiv. 23. — Long 
after writing the foregoing, I met wiUi the following 
it) a sensible author, which I submit to the consider- 
ation of the intelligent reader: — "In this chnrcli, 
(Cenchrea,) mention is made of their deaconess 
Phoebe. Dr. Taylor, from Cornelius Nepos, hath 
observed ; that the Greeks diEFered much in their 



customs from the Romans, particularly in the case of 
females ; that the Grecian wfimeii lived in lona 
apartments of tlieir own, very inuch retired ; that 
decency forbad the deacons of the first clinrches to 
visit women, especially in sickness ; that the womea 
frequently held separate religious assemblies for' 
divine worship in their own apartments; that in 
them Paul approved of their praying and teaching-; 
that these female assemblies were not churches, aud' 
that women, who were allowed to teach and pray 
among themselves, were not allowed to speak in the 
church; that in their own assemblies it was their 
custom to lay aside their vails, bat that as men, who 
are called angels, that is, messengers, were some- 
times sent by the church to inspect these assemblies, 
it was requisite the women should then put on their 
vails. This account explains two apparently contra^ 
dictory passages of Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians ; , 
and some in other Epistles. 1 Corinthians, xi. 5 — 
15; 1 Corinthians, xiv. 34, 35; Fhilippiaus, iv. 3j 
Romans, xvi. 3. 6. 13 ; 1 Timothy, ii. 11 ; Titus, ii. 
3, 4." — Rohinsoji's History of Jiaptism. 



N 



It was a perverse ase which the old Heathens m^de 
of the necessity of dying, when in their feasts, tlieir 
custom was to briag in a skeleton to their guests, 
thereby exciting them to mirth and voluptuousness, 
while they could relish such delights, because shortly 
they must be as much dost and bones as what they 
saw. This is the common theme of Horace, Ana- 
creon, and all the Epicurean sty." Hopkins. — 
DTsraeli says, this skeleton was of beautiful work- 
manship, and carried in a small box. — The Cingalese 
have a saying often employed by a squanderer on 
being admonished for extravagance : Mokada ennU' 



1 



kal kanawa honawa ? — W/ial .' wltile living, (shall we 
not) eat and drink ? — Tbe liido-Pnrtnguese say on 
the same point : Ate tios tern com vida, nos lo ciiine e 
hehe. — Wkile we are Uvituj, we will eat and drink. 



1 Corinthians, xv. 29. Else what shall tliey do wiiich are baplUed 
for the dead, if Ihe dead rise not at all? Wliy ai'e they ttien 
baptized for the dead ? 

I should imagine, that the phrase, "baptized for 
the dead," alludes to the haptism of converts, whose 
coniidence in the ttuth of Christianity, enabled thera 
nndauntcdly to sapply tbe places of others cnt off by 
martyrdom. — " Baptizing some living man in the 
behalf of his dead friend. CerintMus held that 
Christ did not rise from the dead, and so went about 
tq weaken the doctrine of the resurrection, yet it 
WEis their fashion that followed his heresy, U* one 
died uuhaptized, they baptized a living man for 
him." — Leigh. 



1 Corinthians, xvi. 22. If any man love not the Lord Jesua 
Christ, let him be ADathemaiVlBraa-atba.— ISamtiel, xxir. 12. 
The Lord judge betneea thee and me, and the Lord ayenge 
me of thee ; bat mine hand shall not be upon thee. 

Bruce mentions a pretended saintj enraged on 
being set ashore, after embarking with the hope of a 
passage, who mingled with his execrations, "May 
God send and do justice!"— Similar appeals are 
current among tbe Cingalese. 



S Corinthiani, i«. 4. The Ood of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not.— Judgee, vvi. 21 . But the 
Philistiaei took him, and pat out hi» eyes, and brought him 
down to O-Bxa, and bound bim with fetters of bra^ ; and be 
did grind in die nrison-liouse.— 2 Kings, sxv. 7. And they 
■lew the lonJ of Zedekinh before hia eyes, and put out tbe 

' eyes of Zedeklali, nnd buuud him ivith fetters ot brass, aud 

Y carried him to Babylon . 



Instances are brought from eastern histories, of the 
eyes being sewed or sealed up, to keep princes from 
doing mischief in a time of faction, or as a punish- 
ment for disobedience ; as well as of depriving crimi- 
nals of one or both eyes. 



In a Cingalese pottery, I have seen hundreds of 
earthern vessels for hoarding money in. They are 
nearlyround, and in size something less than the two 
fists. They have uo opening but a small hole, like 
that in a till to slip in a coin ; — and are said to be 
mostly bought up by children, to hide the profit of 
their play in, and other such sums. 



However disadvisable may be the marriage of a 
pious person with one destitute of the spirit of 
Christianity, though well-informed or correct in reli- 
gious opinion, tbe Apostle here appears to prohibit 
marriages between professed Christians and avowed 
Idolaters or Jews. In many cases where this unhap- 
pily takes place, (just as when a Protestant and 
Catholic marry,) one brings up the boys, and the 
other the girls. In a case within the writer's 
recollection, a Christian cateohist had a son a 
preacher, and others Protestants like himself, whose 
daughters were said to be by the mother conducted 
to the Budhuist temple. 



EphesEans, vi. IG, Above aU, taking the shield of faitb. 
Bishop Horsley reads, over, or outside all. 



1 Timotliy, iii. 16. Great is the mystery orgodJiness. 

" Mystery." "The leading sense is Arcanum, a 
secret, any thing not disclosed, not published to the 
world, though perhaps commuDJcated to a select 
number. A^Ha\L<^].>{ stands in the same relation to 
this word, as discovery does to secret." Campbell. 
— Had Lord Chesterfield been aware tliat the 
common acceptation of the word mystery in English, 
differs from the word in Greek, his politeness would 
have checked his profaneness, if Christian principles 
had lost all their force, when his Lordship thus 
wrote to B. Doddington, Esq. " The mystery 
of state is become like that of godliness, iDeSable 
and incomprehensible, and has likewise the same 
good luck of being thought the finer for not being 
understood,"— But infidelity was ever superficial, — 
like his Lordship's system of manners. 



e shall thou TolJ them up, and tlie; 

The Grand Seignior appears in different coloured 
robes, for various purposes the same day. 



I Peti;r, ili. S, \. Whose adomiag, let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearinR of gold, or of 

Eutlin; on of apparel ', but let it be the hidden man of tlif 
earl, in that wbicli is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, wtuch is in tliu slglit of God of gteaX 

" Neither Paul, 1 Timothy, ii. 9, nor Peter here 
do simply condemn ornaments, but the abuse of 



them, tliey being used by persons of mean condition. 

2. The Church was then under grievous persecution. 

3. The words are rather iin admonition than a pro- 
hibition. He forbiddeth not using of them, but admo- 
Disheth them that they would rather adorn the inside 
than the outside, and this evidently appears by the 
antitheRis that is used iu both places, not, saith Panl, 
iut not, saith Peter, desire more the udorniug of the 
mind than the body."~iei_9/i. Old Mr. Trapp ia 
always too interesting to be refused a hearing. His 
note on 1 Peter, iii. 3, is as follows: verse 3. 
"IWhose adorning] Mundus muHehris. Seelsaiah.iii. 
18, where the prophet as punctually inveighs against 
this noble vanity, as if he had viewed the ladies' 
wardrobes in Jerusalem, [iei it not he that out- 
ward} Veslium curiositas, deformitatii mentiwm et 
morttm indicium est, saith Bernard. Excessive 
neatness is a sign of inward nastiness. It was a 
trne saying of the wise Cato, Cullua magna cura, 
magna est virtutis injuria. They are never good 

that strive to be over fine Lysander 

would not suffer his daughters to wear gorgeous' 
attire; saying, it would not make them so comely 
as common." — See liarmer's luminous remarks oa 



1 Peter, iv. 3, 4. For the time past of our life may sofHce db to' 
have wrought the will of llic Gealilea, when we walked in 
lagcivion«Des3, lusts, excess of wine, revelling!, bauquetings, 
and abomlnabic idolatries : wiierein they think it strange 
tliat ye ran aot with theni to the same excess of riot, epeakiag, 
evil of yoa. 

Hindoo festivals abound with follies the most 
frantic, and obscenities the most shocking. — Bud- 
huist processions are conducted with noise and buf- 
foonery — men for the purpose being dressed fantas- 
tically — in a manner, partly Cingalese and partly 



Europcaii. Drums and fifes stan the ear, crackers 
are let off, soiigs are chaunted, and dancers cut all 
inatiQcr of capers. The player of tbe chief pranks 
cammonly wears a soldier's red coat. Tbe Moorish 
fast of Ramadan, is distinguished at night by a 
procession, followed by a sboating moltitude ; and 
then by scenes of the highest festivity. 

3 Peter, i. SO. Knowing this iirat, that no prophecy of Scripture 
is of any private iuterpreCation. 

Private interpretation. Bishop Horsley contends 
that the meaning is, " no prophecy of Scripture is of 
self-interpretatioD ;" — but is explained by its fulfil- 
ment. 



Revelation, vi. G. A measure of irlieat for a penny, and three 
measure; of barley for a penny. 

This seems written in conformity with the prac- 
tice, as in India, of sending daily to tlie bazar for 
things necessary. So in '-l Kings, vii. 1, where the 
allusion seems to be, to food enough for a family. 
The people are accustomed very generally to live 
from hand to mouthy and what is left from supper, 
often serves for breakfast. 



■iii. 32, 23. And the voice of harpers, and 
and of pipers, and trumpetcre, shall be heard no 
at bU iu thee ; and no craflsmaD, of whatsoever craft he 
be, shall be foiuid any more in thee: and the sound of a. 
miltstoue shall be beard no more at all in thee ; and the light 
of a candle shall nhine no more at all in ihee j and the voice 
of tile bridegrooia and of the bride, shall be heard no luorB 
at all in thee. 

The house of a chief in India is occasionally a 
scene of the utmost splendour and festivity,— as at 
the marriage of a son or daughter, wheit the pre- 
parations in fitting up apartments occupy several 
weeks. The relatives appear in the dresses appro- 
priate to their rank ; the bride and bridegroom are 



handsomely dressed, and decorated with gems and 
jewellery— reminding one of the plates in Calmet's 
Dictionary, relating to Solomon's Song. Tlie pro- 
cession is accompanied by masicians and dancers, 
and shoating' crowds. — Tn Budhuist bana-madooas 
or preaching-tents, the zeal of the natives induces 
many of them to'stand during the performance with 
lamps on their heads, or with tapers fastened to 
their fingers. If a procession have to pass at night, 
lamps formed of cocoa-nut shells are posted along 
the street or way. — Often was 1 reminded of the 
craftsmen, when a neighbour to several Modliars of 
the Matara district. Chiefs of that class procure ma- 
terials, and employ workmen at their own residence, 
and under their own inspection, in forming jewellery, 
cabinet-work, or whatever they choose to have made. 
There diiTerent artists may be seen at work, and those 
concerned in beaten- work may be often heard at the 
hammer from morning till night. — The natives, in 
their hand-millii, grind only corn enough to serve the 
family one day ; hence one may hear their sound, iti 
house after house, when walking along in a morning. 
But the threatening above, applies with superior 
force to a city, in which the different classes of tra- 
ders and manufacturers occupy exclusively particular 
streets. See note on 1 Kings, xx. 34. How chil- 
ling to one heretofore almost stunned with the ham- 
mers of copper-smiths, tu walk over the ruins of their 
street now in silent desolation ! 



